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"Everyone has
ancestors and it is
only a question of
going back far
enough to find a
good one." -Howard Kenneth
Nixon

Ordinary People by Joan Hunt
Joan has spent many years exploring the
lives of those who settled in district and
how they lived their lives as what we would
see as extraordinary living conditions. This
is only part and will be continued in future
editions.
Page 5

Warwick Hughes is
investigating the life of his
ancestor Louisa Hannaford
(Right) and has found a
number of unnamed
photographs taken in Ballarat.

!

See page 12

What’s in a Name?
Here it is explored how people relate to
the name of Ballarat and what it really
means. How do we identify where our
ancestors took part in living in Ballarat
and District?
Page 6

Please note the many photos
scattered through the newsletter
are from a Facebook page called
‘Have you seen Old Ballarat
Town?” where members post
old photos they have in their
possession.

Birth Deaths and Marriages
How many times have we been reminded
of the importance of getting these
certificates. In Australia these are run by
State Governments so each is different.
How do be obtain these, what information
can be found and how much do they cost?
This is a guide to assist you.
Page 8

• Genealogy:
Disturbing
the dead
and
irritating
the living.

!
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Who Made
Ballarat?
This is the theme of this
year’s Ballarat Heritage
Weekend held throughout
the city Mother’s Day
Weekend,
Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society will
be there.

2

BALLARAT LINK

PAGE

HAVE you got a research enquiry on Ballarat and
District Genealogical Society Inc Website?
If so can you go to the Names section of
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au to ensure your entry details are
correct. Many contact details are now out of date as they have been
on line for up to 17 years, and if other researchers are trying to
contact you they may not be able to.
Please let us know by sending an email with all updates to
info@bdgs.org.au
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Membership year from 1 July to 30 June
(half price after 1 January until 30 June)
Visitors are most welcome to meetings held at the Ballarat Library in
Doveton Street on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm
February Meeting - Social Media and Genealogy
No meeting December or January.
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The
Society’s
Library is
housed in
the
Australiana
Research
Room,
Ballarat
Central
Library,
178
Doveton
Street
North,
Ballarat
3350.
Australiana
Room open
for
“members
only” every
Friday
evening
5pm - 7pm.
Certain
books from
our
collection
can now be
borrowed
by
members
for 1 - 2
weeks,

Contributions to Link@bdgs.org.au
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FROM THE EDITOR
Once again another LINK for you
to peruse and a new year for you to be
searching your family history. Did you
have any exciting finds over the
holidays? I keep thinking there is not
more I can find on line and am always
surprised at the amount of records and
assistance appearing on the internet.
Many original records are being
published which can only be a
wonderful bonus to us all.
BDGS is heading into an exciting
year which will be advertised and
featured in Link as we develop and
release assets to our members.
Again we will be attending the
Ballarat Heritage Weekend on Mother’s
Day Weekend. More information to go
into the April Edition of Link.
In this addition there is part of
some of Joan Hunt’s studies into
ordinary people. It gives some examples
of life on the goldfields and how people
lived. I will be publishing this over a few
editions of LINK.
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Many of the photos in this edition
are those of a collection found (pg 12)
but have not been identified.
Also next Edition will feature some
of the ANZACs. Acknowledging 100
years since the start of WW1. Do you
have any special stories? Please let me
know.

!
Carmel Reynen, Editor
!

From our President
page 4
Ordinary People Pt 1
page 5
What’s in a Name?
page 7
Research Enquiries
page 10
Birth, Deaths & Marriages page 8
A Family Portrayed
page 12

Follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter to keep
up with activities
of the society
just look for the
Ballarat and
District
Genealogical
Society Inc or
BDGS on
Twitter

!
Please send in your stories. the
sooner the better so you do not
forget.
Disclaimer
The Ballarat and District Genealogical
Society Inc. does not hold itself responsible
for the accuracy of statements or opinions
expressed by authors of articles published

February 2014 Edition

!
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Like any vibrant organisation this Society has to devote varying amounts of time and energy to ensure its
administrative health. It is particularly pleasing that the registration for Goods and Services Tax [GST] has been
restored. Advice on the approval of the Rules passed in the Special General meeting in September 2013, is
awaited.

!

How many of you enjoy research? We like to be able to do our own research. Unfortunately, not all those
interested in research matters relating to Ballarat are in such a position. A number of these people contact the
Society for assistance. This assistance might include advice on research, identification of key sources, conducting
specific research tasks and or extracting records. The members of the Society who are involved in this work find it
most rewarding to be able to assist those people. To enable this organised approach to research to be remain
vibrant, additional assistance would be much appreciated.

!

Early discussions with the City of Ballarat around the Heritage Weekend revealed that in 2014 this Society will be
placed in the Town Hall, Sturt Street, rather than the Ballarat Mining Exchange in Lydiard Street North for the
Heritage Weekend display.

!

Charli Newton writing ‘Manuscript could rewrite Australian history’ in The Age (16th Jan 2014) noted the possible
significance of a graphic at the start of a text line in a liturgical, processional pocket-sized book recently acquired
by Les Enluminures Gallery, New York, USA. This book, inscribed with the name of its sometime owner, Caterina
de Caralho, believed to be a nun from Caldas da Rainha in western Portugal, is dated between 1580 and 1620.
The importance of the graphic is the ‘kangaroo’ or in Portuguese ‘canguru’ might be evidence of the Portuguese
interest in and perhaps a discovery of the Australian mainland, prior to the officially accredited European
discovery by Janzsoon in 1606. Indeed the proposition, underpins the appreciation that the pocket book might
have significance beyond its literal text. One might ponder when our research had missed such meaning.

!

David Pearson in the April 2013 Foxtrot lecture series at State Library of Victoria, Melbourne, re-broadcast in Big
Ideas on Radio National (16th January 2014) has not only articulated this aspect but significantly broadened its
scope. Focussing on the collections both private and in public libraries, he outlined the changes in collections.
Topics and authorship represented in such collections are not constant. The C20th examples he discussed were the
Victorian Railways Institute that offered a strong weighting of Australian authors while the equivalent, New South
Wales Railways institute, offered only a diminutive covering of the same authors. His point was that the
organisation played a role in nurturing the culture in its membership and their reading and in turn their outlook
on the world. It is message that is not lost on our own collection or in the requests for members to name their
interests.

!

David Pearson spoke of the values imposed in the re-generation of collections, and the importance to understand
the presence of the work in a collection. However, one of this finer moments was to note the importance that
could be given to the hand notes made in the book. He referred to the work in earlier years to remove the
pencilled annotations in works at the Dr Williams Library. Williams is well known in genealogical circles for
nonconformist records. Perhaps, the scope of his views was best noted in his remarks that many families might
have owned only one book, a Bible, and therein the family record the key events – the baptism, marriages and
deaths of the family. The book had double significance. For many today, the printed text had become less
important than the family’s inscriptions. David also drew upon an article in the Sydney Morning Herald that had
questioned the merit of the destruction of C19th newsprint during a digitisation process.

!
!

Ballarat Link
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Ordinary People !
Joan Hunt
Joan Hunt has discovered during her studies
that there is not a lot written about the
ordinary people who settled in the goldfields
and helped make Ballarat and District what it
is now.
The following is extracts taken from some of Joan’s
research. More to follow next issue.

found in 1853 it followed that the goldfields
township, stretching from present day
Smythesdale to Nintingbool south of Haddon,
was called Smythes Creek Diggings. By 1860
the township of today was being surveyed and
substantial buildings were being erected. The
township started to be called Smythesdale, and
another township near Piggoreet in the
Springdallah district was Happy Valley, earlier
known as Lucky Womans.! !
!

!

Known as the Woady Yaloak goldfields because
they ranged along the Woady Yaloak creek, they
were a teeming mass of humanity who had
gathered together under the most trying and
primitive conditions, from every corner of the
earth. Most of the gold-diggers, their womenfolk
and their children arrived there from Geelong,
often walking the entire distance, sometimes
pushing their belongings in wheelbarrows which
would become part of their workaday equipment
once they had decided where to start digging.
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Because the Woady Yaloak goldfields at
Linton, or Piggoreet, or Happy Valley or Smythes
Creek (the early name for Smythesdale) were so
much nearer to Geelong than Castlemaine (then
called Mt Alexander) or Bendigo (Sandhurst)
great numbers of diggers set up camp in one or
other of those places. Certainly Ballarat and the
area through to Magpie and on to Buninyong
were well established as goldfields townships by
the mid 1850s, but still it was easier to break
camp at the first sign of successful diggings
rather than push on another twelve or fifteen
miles. For much of the 1850s and into the 1860s
there were few women compared with the
numbers of men, but nevertheless there were still
many families. They tried to make the best of
what would have been a very rough camp, and
pretty basic conditions prevailed even after
weatherboard huts replaced the calico tents of
the early years.
!
!
Smythes Creek was an agricultural
district about midway between Sebastopol and
Smythesdale. The squatter who first settled the
area in 1838 was Captain John James Barlow
Smythe, who took up ten and a half thousand
acres of land along the Woady Yaloak Creek,
which was often referred to as Smythe’s Creek in
the area of his squatting run. When gold was
Ballarat Link
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!One of the

Hannaford
collection of
unidentified photos
taken in Ballarat,
see page 12

!
So, picture the scene. No Glenelg
Highway, just a rough track through the trees
which were pretty smartly cut down to support
the rough canvas tents, to line the shallow shafts,
to build the windlasses and other primitive mining
equipment, and to provide fuel for the cooking
fires at each tent. Within weeks a tent township
would have been established. Women in their
long, unsuitable dresses would have followed
their men folk to try to carry on the necessary
routine of cooking, washing, child-bearing and
rearing, sewing and laundering under extremely
difficult conditions. Imagine trying to keep up a
supply of clean and dry nappies for a newborn
and a toddler in an environment where water was
at a premium, where, indeed, water was used for
drinking, for cooking, for washing bodies, clothes,
dirty dishes. The same water used for panning
dishes of clay for gold, water thickened with the
colour of clay, water no doubt tainted by human
excreta being washed into it whenever it rained.!

!
!

!

More next April 2014
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WHAT IS IN A NAME?
Names are important. Names identify people, at least to some degree – until the avid researcher finds that
the name is less uncommon than initially perceived. At least the name of a person may offer some of the
skeletal structure on the family tree. The flesh on the tree might be derived from a place-name
Many people use the name – Ballarat – in varying ways. The family was ‘in Ballarat’ is often heard in
conversation. To some it might mean the urban area but to another it could have a broader geography.
Over some 160 years the name has been used with varied meanings by government, local government and
semi-government organisations.

!

Today a researcher could be comparing two local government records – City of Ballarat and City of
Ballaarat – and overlook that the four ‘a’s in the latter is not a typographical error but the reference to an
earlier, different local government council. The main issue is that the City of Ballaarat and its antecedent
Town covered a much smaller area of the urban district. For a period it also included the former Town of
Ballarat East. Yes, it does suggest that some understanding of the development of local government, its
name changes and boundary changes can be important supplemental information for research. Few now
recognise that in the 1930s much of the current Ballarat North area lay in the Shire of Bungaree. The
modern Wendouree firmly stood in the Shire of Ballarat. To the south of the City, the Borough of
Sebastopol stood firmly on the south side of Rubicon Street. Sometimes one might ponder the selection of
such a classical name for the boundary. Julius Caesar’s crossing of the Rubicon River had significant
implications.

!

The Victorian Municipal Directory and Gazetteer (c.1876 onward) is an invaluable resource. It details each council,
its origins, current officers and councillors as well as the boundaries of the local government area. It also
offers detail on waterworks trusts, irrigation and water supply trusts and vermin districts.

!

The pattern of population aggregation and later movement created a complex pattern of local government
and hence rate records in the lands outside the urban settlement.

!

The Public Record Office Victoria is the first reference point to establish which records of these local
government and their amalgamations survive. Some of the district historical societies may hold useful
records. A browse along this Society’s library shelves may be informative. The following list focuses mainly
on the first half of the C20th local government rates and associated detail :Council Name

Item

Comments

City of
Ballaarat
Ditto

Poll Book 1902-3

This shows the old numbering
system for streets.

Borough of
Sebastopol
Shire of Ballan
Shire of
Bungaree

Ballarat Link

Voters’ Rolls 1916-7
and 1917-18,
Voters’ Rolls
1918-19, 1937-8,
1940-1 and 1944-5
West Riding Voters’
Roll 1932
Voters’ Roll 1918-9,
West and East
Ridings and 1920-1
West, Central and
East Ridings

February 2014 Edition

Street numbers appear only
for Albert Street, the main
arterial road

!
!

West Riding includes much of
Ballarat North. No street
numbers are used. The
absence of the formal Rate
records for the Shire in the era
makes this a pristine source.

Contributions to Link@bdgs.org.au
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Shire of
Bungaree

Voters’ Roll 1918-9,
West and East
Ridings and 1920-1
West, Central and
East Ridings

Shire of
Buninyong

Voters’ Roll 1920

Borough of
Clunes

Voters’ Roll 1937-9
with West 1937-8,
North, East and West
1938-9
Voters’ Roll 1907,
1908-9, 1911-2,
1915, 1919, 1932 and
1933
Voters’ Roll North
Riding 1923 and
1924
Voters’ Roll East and
West Ridings, 1938

Borough of
Creswick
Shire of
Creswick
Shire of Talbot

West Riding includes much of
Ballarat North. No street
numbers are used. The
absence of the formal Rate
records for the Shire in the era
makes this a pristine source.

R Brough Smyth The Goldfield and Mineral Districts of Victoria (1869) is one author who documented a broader
definition of Ballarat. He listed the ‘principal’ Mining districts – Ballarat, Beechworth, Sandhurst,
Maryborough, Castlemaine, Ararat and Gippsland – and added the subdivisions and the localities within each.
Many of the localities include mining leads and place names many of which would be rarely found in more
recent literature. Brough Smyth inferred that these seven districts had formal boundaries. Each district
comprised Divisions. Names of localities – some formal others less formal or referring to mining leads – were
provided. ‘Ballaarat’ was divided as follows -

Division

Number of
localities

Central

76

South

24

Buninyong

20

Smythesdal
e
Creswick

18

Gordon

13

Steiglitz

9

20

Blackwood

16

Blue
Mountain
South

6
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Most of locations in Blue Mountain South,
are of the most general nature – ‘Lower Road,
Snake Gully, Old Camp ground, Snake Gully,
Kilkenny hill etc – perhaps to ensure challenge
to identify the modern names in the area.
That the Mining Surveyor and Registrars
reports for the previous year recorded no
mining in the subdivision might be telling.
Such reports among other things noted the
weekly wages or even the range paid for
various occupations from general manager to
boys and Chinese, in the mining industry in
each sub division.
Fortunately, the locations named in the other
Divisions are easier to identify.

!
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Births Deaths
and Marriages
Why, Where and When and How
much will it cost you?
How many times do we get told or tell people to always check original sources. Birth, Death and Marriages indexes
are a wonderful source, however it is still very easy to be steered in the wrong direction with indexes. An example of
this I found recently where a fellow who settled in the Western District had his parents listed on his death certificate.
This was fine and both had rather unusual names so had to be them. This was also reflected on a number of trees on
Ancestry and each had followed on from those parents, as they were also in Western District, in fact the same town.
However, I was not convinced of this, something was not right, his age did not fit comfortably with these parents. He
had married in Victoria so I downloaded his marriage certificate.
The name of his mother was not quite the same, very similar and could have been a spelling mistake, as they
happen often, but a search of the English records found his birth in England along with his parents and
census records. The couple who were in the same town as he was in Victoria were different people.
Without the original source people were on the wrong track.

!
So where do you get these certificates. Australia has these state by state and the information differs as well.
!

Victoria
While the Registry began recording births, marriages and deaths occurring in Victoria from 1853, it also
holds records of church baptisms, marriages and burials dating back to 1836. These records are available for
public access via VicHeritage™, the Registry's historical research unit. - See more at: http://
www.bdm.vic.gov.au/utility/about+us/history+of+the+registry/#sthash.BP0hhmn8.dpuf
While the records from 1836 - 1853 are from NSW, these certificates can be obtained from The Ballarat and
District Genealogical Society Inc computers at Ballarat Library. The indexes are also available from the
Library or can be searched for online at .99c per page, and once you have your registration details from the
index, certificates can be purchased at $20 each. These can be downloaded from BDM website, just go to
historical certificates uncertified. Otherwise you are able to write to BDM for a copy of these certificates.

!

New South Wales indexes are on line at http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/bdm_fh.html.
Family history certificates are unrestricted, so no identification is required for:
¥ Registry records from 1856 to ...
◦
births over 100 years
◦
deaths over 30 years
◦
marriages over 50 years.
¥ Early church records (1788 - 1855 baptism, marriage, burial)
Search over 18 million records for free...
¥ After viewing search results, your option is to purchase a certificate and obtain all the information
available. By supplying a registration number, you get a discounted fee of $31.00 (normally $44.00).
¥ We use the latest high security technology to protect your personal and financial details. On-line
certificates are posted by standard mail and do not incur postage fees.
If you don't want to order online, you have the option to complete a Family history application form and
mail it in. Again, if you supply the registration number, you receive the discounted fee.

Ballarat Link
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Ask a family history transcription agent
Family history transcription agents provide full and partial transcriptions, or verification of details. A good idea if
you only need the facts, and not full certified copies of certificates. For more details and fees, see below.
¥ Marilyn Rowan | Tel 61 (2) 4658 1206 | Fax 61 (2) 4658 1296
Email marilynr@marbract.com.au | Web nswtranscriptions.com.au
¥ Joy Murrin | Tel 61 (2) 9585 1187 | Fax 61 (2) 9585 1486
Email joy@joymurrin.com.au | Web www.joymurrin.com.au
Laurie Turtle | Tel 61 (2) 4573 1559 | Fax 61 (2) 4573 0536
Email lturtle@iprimus.com.au | Web home.iprimus.com.au/lturtle

!

Queensland https://www.qld.gov.au/law/births-deaths-marriages-and-divorces/family-historyresearch/
Here you can search the indexes free, and can also download a certificate on line for $20.
Available birth records
1825 to 1890 images and certificates
1891 to 1913 certificates
Available death records
1825 to 1890 images and certificates

• Another from the
Hannaford
collection, this has a
signature on the
bottom check the
website listed on
Page 12 for further
information

1891 to 1898 certificates only
1899 to 1915 images or certificates
1916 to 1964 certificates only
1965 to 1979 images and certificates
1980 to 1983 certificates only
Available marriage records
1825 to 1889 images and certificates
1890 to 1938 certificates only
Western Australia

The registry offers free online historic index searching of births, deaths and marriages from 1841.
At http://www.bdm.dotag.wa.gov.au/_apps/pioneersindex/default.aspx
If you successfully find an entry and would like to order a copy, click on the 'order' link alongside the
search result. This will pop up a new window with an order form (PDF) pre-populated with the relevant
details.
Birth, death or marriage certificate at least 75 years old, when the registration number and registration
district are provided - $31
From here, either:
enter the applicant's details online, save the application form to your local drive and print the application
form and complete the applicant's details offline.
Then:
sign and post the form with a cheque or money order* to the postal address listed on the form; or
sign, complete credit card details and post the form to the postal address listed on the form.

!

Ballarat Link
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Research Enquiries
THOSE LOOKING FOR INFORMATION: CAN YOU HELP?
BROSNAN Private Hospital,
Drummond Street North, Ballarat. I was
born here in 1936. What happened to this
hospital?

!

BURKE William Patrick (1900-1972), wife
Annie (BENNETT) (1910-2001) both lived
and died in Ballarat. I have trawled the
Ancestry website to no avail and then
found your website. This has given me new
hope. I am trying to find the details on a
gravestone in St Patrick's Cemetery,
Ballarat. (Found William Patrick BURKE,
age 72, 809 Urquhart St, Ballarat,
Gardener, bur Ballarat New Cemetery 23
Mar 1972 followed by his 90 yr old widow
16 Mar 2001.

!

CAZALY James age abt 14 arr abt 1856
Ballarat District along with his widowed
mother Elizabeth and sisters Catherine
and Elizabeth (‘Bessie’). His brothers
(Owen, Peter, Henry and John) had
preceded him a year so earlier. Initially
settled at Weatherboard, nr Lake
Learmonth, then Drummond Street,
Ballarat where the whole family was living
when Elizabeth died in 1863

!

COTTER James, mine manager, in 1880
lived at 40 Errard Street South, Ballarat.
There is no number 40 today. Where
would that property be located today?

!

FARNSWORTH David (d 1863) m 9 May
1857 Avoca Margaret (formerly
STAPLES, ms HAWKINS. Margaret
died 1892 at Ballarat Benevolent Asylum,
and is buried in the Ballarat General
Cemetery. Do we have records for Ballarat
Benevolent Asylum? Now known as the
Queen Elizabeth Centre. It is managed by
Ballarat Health Services PO Box 199,
Ballarat Vic 3353, 102 Ascot Street South,
Ballarat. Switchboard is (03) 5320 3700.
Contact the Freedom of Information

Ballarat Link

Department ph (03) 5320 4368 or email
foi@bhs.org.au

!

DOYLE Patrick Michael b ~July 1875
Ballarat or Dereel s/o John DOYLE/
Teresa PATTERSON. Can't find birth
record in Vic.
Pat DOYLE birthplace Ballarat m 1909
Terese Alice PATTISON bp Kyneton
(cert)
Patrick DOYLE (b abt 1876 Dereel
Ballarat) maybe b 1871 Dereel s/o John
DOYLE/Mary ROACH [Vic 26486] (5
yrs difference, maybe 38 when married)
Teresa Alice PATTISON (b abt 1875
Springhill Kyneton) b 1872 Malmsbury d/
o William PATTISON/Johanna DWYER
(3 yrs difference, maybe 37 when married)
Thanks a million. You have cracked
open the Doyles for me. I had
discounted John Doyle-Mary Roach
connection because of the public trees
on Ancestry.com.

!

GIBSON William m1. Margaret
DENBIGH/DENBY who died 1879 age
36. William bp Beith, Scotland m2. Olivia
Amelia FAY bp Kildare, Geelong. Nine
chn of first marriage, plus nine chn from
second marriage, all born Murgheboluc
(Inverleigh-Bannockburn area)

!

GILES James (1823-1888) m 1850 Sydney,
NSW, Edith Ellen TODD (~1833-1875).
Chn: Ellen d 1850 age 17M Flemington;
Mary Jane (1850-1929); James Samuel
(~1851-1920) m 1878 Louisa PREECE (6
chn b 1879-1886 Ballarat East); Edith
Ellen (1853-54); Elizabeth Ann b 1856
Ballarat; Sophia Dorothy/Emma b 1858;
Francis Henry b 1860 m 1892 Ada Mary
LADNER; William Frederic b abt 1864
Carngham d 1921, m 1895 Temora NSW,
Hilda EMERY; Ellen Christina (1865-67)
Carngham; Edith Harriet b d 1869
Sebastopol; Mary Ann b d 1871

February 2014 Edition

!
!

!
RESEARCH
ENQUIRIES
$30 per hour for non
members
$15 per hour for
members

!

Research enquires
may be forwarded to
the Society’s
Research Officer care
of our email
research@bdgs.org.au
or can be posted to
PO BOX 1809
Bakery Hill Mail
Centre Victoria
Australia 3354
Please remember to
include sufficient
relevant details.
Payments can be
made via PayPal

Contributions to Link@bdgs.org.au
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(~1851-1920) m 1878 Louisa PREECE
(6 chn b 1879-1886 Ballarat East); Edith
Ellen (1853-54); Elizabeth Ann b 1856
Ballarat; Sophia Dorothy/Emma b 1858;
Francis Henry b 1860 m 1892 Ada Mary
LADNER; William Frederic b abt 1864
Carngham d 1921, m 1895 Temora
NSW, Hilda EMERY; Ellen Christina
(1865-67) Carngham; Edith Harriet b d
1869 Sebastopol; Mary Ann b d 1871
Sebastopol.

!

GREENWOOD mainly, also
CARBERRY, CORRIGAN, KEAST,
LOO, SHILLITO and TOWNSEND –
request to take a few dozen photos of
headstones and gravesites in the Ballarat
Old an New Cemeteries.

!

GRIER (Ann 19, Matilda 24) on Colonial
Empire arr Sep 1870 at Melbourne. Copy
of passenger list required.

!

HENRY Sarah (1830-1904) and her
sibling arr Port Phillip 1842 aboard
Manlius as orphans. Sarah m1. 1849
Peter BRODERICK (3 chn). On voyage
to England Peter died 4 Oct 1854 at sea.
Widowed Sarah and 2 chn returned to
Victoria 25 Apr 1855 aboard Eastern
State.
Sarah m2. 1856 William BROWNBILL
(1825-1911), a teacher, arr Port Phillip
1850 aboard Eliza Caroline, on the
Ballarat Diggings in Sep 1851 and
Brownbill's Diggings was named after
him. From 1853 until his death he was a
pioneer in the Buckland Valley
Goldfields District.
Descendant Mr Kim Brownbill,
Boundary Road, Maldon (formerly of
Wandiligong) has donated to the Society
Letters by William Brownbill to the Mayor of
Ballarat, Feb-Apr 1898, covers the discovery of
gold at Ballarat. Also single page
biographies of Sarah and William
BROWNBILL. Also loaned The Diary of
Henry Morgan : A life on the Buckland Valley
& District Goldfields 1853-1909, published
by The Bright & District 2005, ISBN
0-9758237-0-1

!
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!

HILL Charles, in 1857, publican of
Golden Age Hotel, Ballarat Road,
Buninyong

!

LONGERGAN Bridget age 20 and
brother John age 27 arr Aug 1859
aboard Sir William Eyre. Copy of shipping
required.

!

MOUNT Dr Edward Henry Magenty
(1796-1876) b Canada s/o Philip
MOUNT/Christina (MUNRO) d 29 Jul
1876 Caulfield. Arr Mar 1853 Geelong,
ship-surgeon on the Fanny. 27 Apr 1853,
was a physician in Ballarat, 1854-1863
including roles as Coroner of Ballarat
and Chairman of the Ballarat Hospital
Board. Son Lambton MOUNT was the
father of the sport of lacrosse in
Australia.

!

SCOWN family from Kalgoorlie/
Boulder, WA. Trying to contact a person
via your website with an interest in this
surname but emails bounce back. If
anyone else has this problem with
www.ballaratgenealogy.org.au/web/
names.htm please contact
info@bdgs.org.au

!

SOLOMON Samuel and Rebecca m
1853 London, Jewish merchants on the
Ballarat Goldfields. Are they buried in
Ballarat?

HELP?
ONE ON ONE

!

The Society often get
requests for someone to
assist researchers in the
library.
We often have visitors come
from other areas for a visit
and a search for their
ancestors.
If you are able to assist
please let the committee
know so that there is a list
that can be called on if
necessary.
If you have an area of
expertise please let us know
so we can call on you
specialty.

!

What?
e.g.
Cemetery Records
Newspapers
Rates (PROV)
Maps (PROV)
Internet

!

BACK L-R: William and Sarah BROWNBILL (ms HENRY, formerly
BRODERICK, FRONT L-R: Daughters: Ellen and Sarah, Son: Alfred,
Grandson: Joe, son of William BROWNHILL Jnr.!

February 2014 Edition
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!
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A mining test and above Louisa aged
about 4 years,
all photos from Warwick’s collection

A FAMILY PORTRAYED
LOUISA HANNAFORD PHOTO ALBUM

Warwuck Hughes
My great grandmother Louisa Hannaford was b 21 June 1863 in Ballarat. She was
orphaned in 1870 and I have landmarks of her early life online http://
www.warwickhughes.com/kiwialbum/ballarat/louisa.htm

As you can read at the above link there is evidence that she used the
surname Leeuwin as a teenager.

!

Several years ago I acquired a photo album with 19thC material of hers and I
have at last put a few dozen photos and pictures online - many of which
are from Ballarat.
http://www.warwickhughes.com/kiwialbum/ballarat/lalbum.htm

!

Only in a few of the photos can I identify people - and the picture cards
are not something I have any experience of.
I am hoping that Ballarat people might recognise some of the photos or might know something about the picture cards or might have heard of the Leeuwin family who possibly fostered Louisa and
her young brother shortly after 1870.

!

Ballarat Link

February 2014 Edition

!
!

Do you have
family photos or
interesting stories
of a Ballarat
Families you may
want to feature in
Link?

!

Please let me
know so this can
be arranged. You
can ask for
assistance if you
are not able to
scan these.

!

Please contact me
via
link@bdgs.org.au
or see me at
meetings if you
can come along.
Or send a letter
to PO BOX 1809
Bakery Hill Mail
Centre
3350

Contributions to Link@bdgs.org.au
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* Cheques or money orders should be made payable to the Registrar of Births, Deaths and
Marriages. Overseas applicants must pay in Australian dollars using an international money order or bank
draft.
Note: Orders cannot be submitted by fax, email, telephone or online.
South Australia
http://www.genealogysa.org.au/resources/online-databases.html
What you Can Search
You are about to search the following Genealogy SA databases:
Newspaper Birth Notices Index from 1960 onwards
Newspaper Death Notices Index from 1972 onwards
South Australia Cemeteries Index
Birth Registration Certificates Index 1842 - 1928
Death Registration Certificates Index 1842 - 1972
Marriage Registration Certificates Index 1842 - 1937
The default name setting is for an exact search. An exact search will give a nill result if there are leading
or embedded blanks in the name, and also apostrophes or other punctuation symbols.
Potential clients need to be aware that a range of certificate styles have been used over the years, with each
different version holding different amounts of information. The cost is $22 per transcription request,
Member discounts apply.
Full certificate prices are $44.75 with no discounts for Family History.
To apply for South Australian certificates you can go to http://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/wcm/births-deathsmarriages-2/

!

Tasmania
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/bdm/family_history/researching_family_trees
These indexes are available at the Library in the Australiana Room Ballarat. These may also be available
at your local Library. The certificates are also attached to these. Search in Tasmania is expensive so asking
at your local library is best.

!

Registration of births, deaths and marriages commenced in 1839 in Tasmania, the first Australian colony
to take over the function previously conducted by the Churches.
The Registry holds and can produce certificates for:
church records (burials, baptisms and marriages) from 1803 - 1839
birth, death and marriage registrations from 1839 to date
Access to birth records is available to anyone after 100 years. Access to marriage records is available to
anyone after 75 years. Access to death records is available to anyone after 25 years. .
Please Note: The Tasmanian Registry does not have an online search facility to access birth, death and
marriage records.

Ballarat Link
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST
MEMBERS

!
!
!!

!
!

!
!
!

!
Need Help?
!

Use of society computers located in the
library Australiana Room are for research
only and should not be used for accessing
your email.

!

BALLARAT EAST PETTY
SESSIONS

!!

Series VPRS 290/P, 1858-1921.
ISBN 978-0-9751359-4-5

!
Microfiche reader available to borrow.
- VIC BDMs
- VIC Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat)
Audio Tapes of guest speakers also available
to borrow please contact info@bdgs.org.au
or all 0467 241 325

Ballarat Link

FROM THE LIBRARY

!
!

Apologies for this section as I
have not been able to get the list
of new members for over the
Christmas period

MEMBERS ONLY

!

PAGE

The above CD is equivalent to
the information on both
Microfiche below.
(the Microfiche are still
available) Ballarat East Petty

Sessions, Series VPRS 290/P, Part
1, 1858-1889.Ballarat East Petty
Sessions, Series VPRS 290/P Units
28-73, Part 2, 1890-1921.

Members are
entitled to 1 free
entry per year.
Please quote
Membership
Number.
Member
additional
queries and Non
Member queries
may be
submitted at a
cost of $10.00
per entry. This
will cover a
query of up to
140 words in
length. (Approx
13 x A4 lines of
print)

Price: Price: AUS $30 plus $5
postage & handling.

February 2014 Edition

!
!
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!

CEMETERY TOURS

!
!
!
!
!

!

Ballarat Old Cemetery
Corner of Creswick Rd and Macarthur St
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Eureka graves and Jewish Section tours.
1 Hour Sunday afternoon tour requires a booking at
the information centre.

!

Ballarat New Cemetery
Corner Lydiard and Norman St
1 and 2 hour tours available.

!

Tours are also conducted:
- During the Begonia Festival
- On request for School Groups
- During Eureka Week

!

Tours are conducted throughout the year
but preferably not during the winter months.
Costs are $10 for Adults and $7 for
concession and children. For further enquiries
please contact Neva Dunstan on 03 5330
7005.

ANCESTRY.COM
Is now available on library computers,
bookings are required and should b e made at
the library desk.

PLANNING A VISIT TO
BALLARAT?

BALLARAT CEMETERIES CD

Included on the CD are current
maps of the Old and New Cemeteries
showing location of the various sections.
A total in the order of 130,000 of records
will be now accessible in a searchable
database available on CD including
70,000 for the Ballarat New Cemetery
(1867-2005 plus headstone transcriptions
and 25,000 cremations for the Ballarat
Crematorium 1958-2005.
Orders for the Ballarat Cemeteries
Index CD can be made with a payment
of $49 plus $6 postage and handling
directly to the Society or the
Genealogical Society of Victoria at Level
B1, 257 Collins Street Melbourne
Victoria 3000.
For a modest donation the B&DGS
research team can take digital pictures of
headstones on request. Enquires to
research@bdgs.org.au

!
!
!
WEBSITE
ENQUIRIES
!
!
!
!

A Reminder to
members that
they are required
to show their
membership card
in the Library to
obtain access to
the Society’s
computer/CDs
and the research
material that is
kept in the filing
cabinet.

email projects@bdgs.org.au

Do you think you may need help with our
material and equipment? Please contact a
librarian in advance so that arrangements can
be made to have one of our members
available for assistance or email Jennifer
Burrell at research@bdgs.org.au or call 0467
241 352

!
!

!

Ballarat Link
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