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were born. A death
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we lived.

READ ABOUT INSIDE THIS
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they did.
Part of an article from Trove to make us
think about what our ancestors did to
make our country what it is today.
How to use streetmap.com
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Getting certificates from the Family
History Library and the Church of Latter
Day Saints.
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Our Guest speakers, Joan Hunt and Dr
John Garner
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Ancestors hailed from and what can be
seen on these maps

An illustration entitled 'Prospecting' of prospectors
on the Victorian goldfields published in the
Picturesque Atlas of Australasia in 1886-1888.

The name Ballarat is derived
from to aboriginal words Balla
Arat meaning resting or
camping place.
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J C Horsley's design for the
world's first Christmas card,
printed in London, 1843.
Source: photobucket.com

FROM THE EDITOR
Where has 2012 gone? The years
are going quicker and there does not
seem to be enough time to do
everything needed to be done. This is
the last edition of Ballarat Link for this
year and it is hoped you will all have a
wonderful Christmas and have lots of
ancestors and their stories revealed.
The Society would love to know
where your interest lies within our great
city and as your editor I would love to
hear some of the stories you have been
able to reveal, mysteries you have
unravelled and how this all came about.
What sparked your interest in
family history and what family stories
have you proven or disproven.
Where do you need assistance with
trying to find more information and
what is it you are passionate about
finding and revealing.
Please do not be shy about sending
in your story or interesting finds. You
never know what others may learn from
your experience.

From our President
Recognising our Ancestors
Family History Library
Index of Biographies
Guest Speakers
How to use streetmap.com
OCR

page 4
page 5
page 7
page 8
page 9
page 11
Page 13

Contributions for the February
edition of Link to be sent in
to Carmel Reynen by 15 January
2013 to link@bdgs.org.au
Please send in your stories.
the
sooner the better so you do not
forget.
Disclaimer
The Ballarat and District Genealogical
Society Inc. does not hold itself responsible
for the accuracy of statements or opinions
expressed by authors of articles published in
this magazine.

Ballarat Link November 2012 Edition

Follow us on
Facebook and
Twitter to keep
up with activities
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Society Inc or
BDGS on
Twitter

Contributions to Link@bdgs.org.au

BALLARAT LINK!

PAGE

4

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Following the Annual General Meeting, the Committee assigned the relevant committee portfolios to the elected
members. The inside cover of this edition contains this detail. The Society is very grateful to these members, who
have taken these important roles in the function of the organisation.
Since that Annual General Meeting, the Committee, Barb Harris, who has previously served on the Committee, had
recently expressed an interest in returning to the role. I am pleased to announce that Barb has been now elected to
the Committee.
For generations, genealogical research has relied on paper. In most instances, it was the specific paper record that
was sought. Some many recall those very frustrating ‘No Result’ slips issued following an unsuccessful search in the
Victorian Birth, Death and Marriage records. In some cases, a record had been transferred into a printed form.
Phillimore, Harleian Society and the specific Record Societies’ publications in the United Kingdom are probably the
best known examples of that style of record. In the late 1970s, technological progress began to offer new means of
accessing information.
An announcement [ The Age 19th September 2012 p. 7 noting Canberra Times] that the Commonwealth government
proposes to have a paperless administration within in three years offers a new realm for research.. We may be very
confident that this development is driven by the desire to save some $220 million per year that is applied to store
records. This means that in the future, in the order of 2045, the records that will become available in the National
Archives of Australia will also be paperless. The Commonwealth believes that some 850 million pieces of paper is
used for record keeping each year. Naturally, not all these pieces of paper nor all the electronic records will ever be
retained. Not only does this mean that the record is presented in a different form but that access to the data is
changed. Searching by turning the pages will be a thing of the past. Off site searching may become a broader
option. Mr David Fricker, Director General of National Archives Australia, said that digital records are also far
easier to access and search..... in the long run, it’s going to enhance all....Australians’ ability to access and make use of
these records
It will take years for the benefits of the paperless record keeping to be realised. However, in the meantime, the two
largest storage sites in Mitchell (ACT) and Chester Hill (NSW) will be expanded.
The other development that demonstrates its power and application to genealogy is the progress in the use of DNA
to associate people, who demonstrate a higher level of probable relationship based on genetic material. These
reported studies focus mainly on persons of a shared surname or those of rarer surnames. In most instances this
relies on the Y chromosome. Another range of more complex research pertains to identifying the signal genetic
material in that noted English monarch, Richard 111. This work relied on locating his sister, who would share much
of the same material and to locate living people in the direct female line. Genealogical searching can be tedious and
slow but confiding the work to the female line across some generations might be taxing. Attempting it over some 16
or so generations might be daunting. While the published genealogies of the Plantagenet family may assist, they
would probably not have placed great weight on the female lines. Just in case, anyone might wonder the reason for
the interest in Richard 111, who was killed during the Battle of Bosworth, his place of burial not being known.
Assessment of the genetic material of the monarch’s sister, the known living relative and remains found in a former
church in Leicester, is hoped to reveal the resting place of a King, now considered to be maligned in the image
created by William Shakespeare.
The two examples show how the technology has allowed the conclusion to be hypothesised from the known paper
record.
The Society, Committee and members extend Seasons Greetings to all.
Ballarat Link November 2012 Edition
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Recognising our Ancestors for
what they really did
As genealogists and family historians we are
always on the look out for something to give
us an insight to the lives and personalities of
our ancestors. Most died before any living
memory and unless there is something
written and left for descendants to find and
read we have to guess what they were like. So
it is just wonderful when there is a newspaper
story telling us what our ancestors may have
achieved.
I have been lucky enough to find such stories,
some not so great, especially if it involved the
law and other things that showed perhaps the
dubious side but even better when it shows
the endearing remarks of others.
This series was written about the people
buried in the Hazelglen Cemetery.
Headlined “Impressions and Observations,
The Hazelglen Cemetery, written by W.
Smithers Gadd, J.P. Secretary of the Early
Pioneers Association. Article 4. Published in
March and April in 1917.”
It is a three-part article about the early
Pioneers buried in this cemetery. He
describes the work, strength and pride of
those early people who took up land and
worked hard to make the area into a farming
area. Also how my great great grandmother
would have sat on her verandah and
observed with pride the homes of her sons
and the orchards her husband and sons
worked to plant and make a living from for
many years.
It is the last part of this article, although is
about the pioneers buried at Hazelglen
cemetery, I believe this to be relevant to
many of our ancestors who came to

Australia and broke ground and made this
the very lucky country it really is.
“Of the pioneers, whose remains rest in
peace, all ought to entertain a feeling of
appreciation for the meritorious deeds done
by them; no body of men and women
displayed greater valour, courage, and
industry, and experienced more discomforts
and privations. They realised that in the
work of colonisation their duties were
innumerable, they displayed magnaminity,
force of character, and indomitable
perserverance. We cannot overrate the
unremitting attention they gave to work, and
the determination they displayed to achieve
success. They were prudent in action; they
followed the path of rugged toil to reach the
avenues of their ambition. Their objective
was one of success in which the heart, the
brain, and will worked in unison together.
Lydiard Street
Their lives were one of intense and incessant
Cemetery Gates,
labour. The early pioneers were men of steel,
Ballarat
yet they realised what adversity was, and
A tram stops at the
though misfortunes befel some they rose with
Cemetery Gates in Ballarat
the morning sun as it shed its rays of light
and an old man gets off.
over the mountain, tops and into deep
Taken from a photo by Mal
Rowe in 1969.
valleys. By adversity are wrought, And sad
experience bought; The greatest works of
Drawing Graeme Lees
admiration, In the old and worthy
http://www.flickr.com/
generation; These were fair examples of
photos/tram_painter/
renown. Out of distress and misery rose
4057460407/
salvation —"BY GADD." In their work of
blazing the track for posterity, mountains of
difficulties obscured their light, yet peering
through the dark clouds of misfortune, away
in the distant ranges there was a gleam of
light and hope that travelled with velocity
and illumed their path which, when
traversed, brought them to prosperity.
Thompson, the well-known author, said: 'Tis
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hardship toil; 'Tis sleepless nights, and
never resting days; 'Tis pain, 'tis danger,
'tis affronted death ; 'Tis equal fate for all,
and changing fortune, That rear the mind
to glory, that inspire The noblest virtues
and the gentlest manners. Men and
women of to-day, whose relations lay
peacefully in the Hazel- glen cemetery,
are you going to forget the magnificent
work performed by your parents? Are you
not the recipients of a great heritage? Do
you ever cast a tear for those worthy
personages? Do you realise what they did
for you? Do you ever pay a visit to their
graves, a pilgrimage of love, of affection,
of attachment? Do you ever place a
flower as an emblem of devotion for debt
you owe to them on their graves? You can
answer that question best. Are you loyal
to those who, through the Creator, gave
you life? The ocean of life is full of
adversity. A skilful mariner never gained
his knowledge and experience on a calm
sea. An uninterrupted run of prosperity
and success does not qualify for a wreck.
An abandoned ship that is allowed to drift
as the angry seas direct displays no
determination. The mountains of water
dash over her deck. She is tossed about
regardless of her value. She becomes a
hopeless derelict finally to find her
destination at the bottom of the
fathomless deep. But our pioneers
acquired a loftiness of purpose and a
heroism. They were sailors possessed of
invention, skill, prudence, and fortitude,
and they braced up their minds to meet
calamities.

Gordon L Thursfield
lthursfield@gmail.com
For anyone researching this family
Gordon has information about members
who stayed in England.
THURSFIELD, Thomas, 1823-1906,
WEDNESBURY, Staffordshire, Eng >
Ballarat, VIC, Aus
Emigrated 1857 Died in Colac
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FROM PROV
Rarely seen historic tram images, footage
including a documentary of a cable tram
rattling through the city’s streets in 1910 and
tram memorabilia such as conductors’ bags
and uniforms are some of the gems on
display in a new exhibition, Trams: Moving
Images at the Old Treasury Building.
Along with the fascinating historic material
on display, the exhibition draws on
Melbourne’s dual passion for the arts and
trams by presenting images of ‘art trams’
which were painted by a range of
contemporary artists between 1978 and
1993. A total of 36 W class trams were
painted at the Preston tram workshop.
As part of the ‘Transporting Art Project’, the
Victorian Ministry for the Arts and a number
of sponsors commissioned artists including
Howard Arkley, Mirka Mora, Clifton Pugh,
Lin Onus, Michael Leunig and Reg
Mombassa, along with members from his
band ‘Mental as Anything’, to each present a
design concept for an art tram. The artists
were given three weeks to hand-paint a tram
and a total of 36 trams were painted at the
Preston tram workshop.
What ensued was an unprecedented
experience in Australian contemporary art
which generated world-wide interest. The art
trams changed the way the city saw its public
transport. If the public were not rattling
along inside the artwork of the W class
trams, they were driving beside it or looking
at these fantastic and vibrant moving artistic
works on Melbourne’s streets.

A Thoughtful
Suicide
Finley Mail Tuesday 5
November 1929
A recent suicide up
Cunnamulla way
showed a meticulous
regard for the needs of
those who had to deal
with his funeral. He left
a letter for the
undertaker, saying that
£18 had been left in a
shop for his funeral
expenses.
In another letter he
stated that he might as
well go out with a laugh
as a cry, and asked that
he might be buried at an
old kurrajong tree near
his camp. He further
said that he would have
dug the grave himself
but he had no shovel. As
the gravedigger might
find the job a dry one,
he left a bottle of beer
and some cigarettes at
the tree.
Contributed by Meryl
Rowse

The works on display are primarily drawn
from the enormous collection of Public
Record Office Victoria.
Trams: Moving Pictures is on display
at the Old Treasury Building from
Monday 17 December 2012 to midAugust 2013. Entry is free.
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Family History Library
Free FHL Lookup Requests
One of the benefits of "liking" the
Rootsonomy Facebook page [i.e., clicking
the "Like" button on the page] is that by so
doing you get a free Family History Library
“lookup.” Because not everyone knows
what is meant by "FHL Lookup," we
thought we should take a minute to explain
what this means.
First, a word about what the Family
History Library is and why having access to
its collections is so important. [You can
also visit this website for a brief overview of
this unique facility: https://
familysearch.org/locations/saltlakecitylibrary
The Family History Library (FHL) is one
of the main attractions located on Temple
Square in Salt Lake City, Utah. It is the
largest repository in the world of
microfilm, microfiche, books, and other
resources (such as maps) used to conduct
family history research. Since 1938
FamilySearch has captured 3.1 billion
records, most stored on 2.5 million rolls of
microfilm from 202 different countries.
Twenty-three percent of the images in the
Granite Mountain vault have been
digitized to date, with the remaining to be
microfilmed in 3 to 4 years. [Note that the
“Granite Mountain” is a mass of solid rock
one mile up Little Cottonwood Canyon in
the Wasatch Range of Utah, not too far
from Salt Lake City. Despite its name,
Catalog. This Catalog describes the records
in each collection of the Family History
Library. It tells you which record
collections contain the primary (and
secondary) records for your ancestors,
including births, marriages, and deaths;

census records; church registers; and
many other records.
There are two versions of the catalog
available online. The latest version is
at: https://
familysearch.org/
#form=catalog. The
earlier version is at:
https://familysearch.org/
eng/library/fhlc/ (Some
people seem to prefer the
interface of the earlier
version over that of the
new one.)
For instructions on using these
catalogs, you can visit: https://
www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/
en/
Introduction_to_the_Family_History
_Library_Catalog
Now, to the actual “lookup” process.
When you have located the book,
microfiche, or microfilm listed in the
catalog that you need, you have three
options:
a) Physically go to the FHL yourself
and view or look up the record. This
option requires you to travel to Salt
Lake City, Utah, which may not be
feasible for many people.

A New Service
offered to get
copies of records
stored by the
Family Search
Library.

b) Order the item to be sent to your
nearest Family History Center. For
locations and instructions on how to
do this, go to: https://
www.familysearch.org/films/. This
option sometimes takes several weeks
before the film is received and can
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only be used for microfilm and
microfiche, not books.

g. Complete event place (e.g., Cork,
Cork County, Ireland):

c) Have someone go to the FHL for
you to physically retrieve, view and
record and/or copy the contents of
the desired record. This option is
referred to as a “FHL Lookup
Request” and is available for books,
microfilm, and microfiche. This
service is provided free of charge
when you click the “Like” button on
the Rootsonomy Facebook page for
the first time. For those who do not
live in the Salt Lake area, this is the
fastest, easiest way to obtain
information from the actual record.
Requests are processed usually within
48 hours and the results are sent to
you electronically. After your initial
complimentary lookup, the cost of
this service for future requests is $10
per record.

For books:
a. The FHL Book number (e.g.,
994.H23w, which is the Dewey
Decimal Classification number):
b. Title (e.g., Women in Australia):
c. Author (e.g., Daniels, Kay):
d. Name of individual or family you
are seeking (e.g., John Brennan):
e. Event type: Birth, death, marriage
(e.g., B, D, M):
f. Event date or estimate of the date
(e.g., “24 January 1868,” or “about
1910”):
g. Event location as far as you
have been able to determine it
(e.g., City Name, Township
Name, County Name, Country
Name):

Note: FamilySearch does have a
Photoduplication request process, but
this service can take 3 to 4 months to
complete and results are sent by
surface mail only (not email).
To submit your FHL Lookup
Request, either click the "Get Your
Free Lookup” button here on this
Facebook page and complete the
form, or send the following
information to
Rootsonomy@gmail.com:
For microfilm or microfiche:
a. Number (e.g., 101,161):
b. Item Number (e.g., 6):
c. Name of individual you are seeking
(e.g., John Brennan):
d. Title of record (e.g., Ireland Civil
Registration of Births):
e. Event type: Birth, death, marriage
(sometimes listed simply as: “B” “D”
or “M”):
f. Complete event date (e.g., 24
January 1868): [or as much
information as you have]

We are pleased to have already
filled many lookup requests
and are able to handle many
more. We encourage you to
take advantage of this new
service to benefit from the
impressive resources available at the
Family History Library in Salt Lake
City, Utah.
Editors Note:
I have used this service and found it just
wonderful. I send for these requests and find
that the following morning it is in my email.
A couple have taken a couple of days but I
believe they are now getting busier.
In the past I have found it to be frustrating to
find something on Familysearch and not to
have the time to order the film to be able to
get the certificate.
One thing about getting the film is that there
is often a lot more on there that may not be
on Familysearch so the films can be better,
Given the time to be able to search them.
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Guest Speakers
Armchair Research:
Joan Hunt has spent 14 months living
and studying in England. She has just
completed a Diploma in Local
History Studies and based this study
around Springdallah which is in the
Golden Plains Shire.
Lucky enough to be able to spend her
time researching in the individual
counties which she emphasized is the
best way, Joan was also able to give
hints on where to look if travel is not
an option.
Many of the towns and counties have
Local History Centres which also
include family history research
facilities on line and even for those
who may be able to travel this could
be a good start before leaving home
so there is background material to
build on.
England has combined Local History
and Family History and are usually
run by Local Government and often
specifically built facilities.
If you google the area you are
interested in there can be a lot to be
found, including old maps, and other
indexes, if not an address and details
to contact the group who can assist.
Joan was able to demonstrate a
number of these searches and what
can be found.
See page 10 for one of Joan’s Hints

Causes of Deaths 1880-1917
On this topic Dr John Garner
gave a most enjoyable and
informative talk at our September
general meeting. With his medical
background Dr Garner was able to
explain what diagnostic techniques
were available to practitioners at
various times in the past. There
were very few options, even into
the 1950s, compared with those
available today.
The simplistic causes of death on
certificates were often at variance
with what was reported in
newspapers of the day. We learned
how the registrar in Victoria was
bound by government regulations
from 1862 to ascertain more
specific causes of death.
Accompanying the projected
images of death certificates were
illustrations such as portraits and
memorials of the eight gentlemen
who died in Ballarat during this
time period. These were men who
were either curators or benefactors
of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens,
an area of interest to Dr Garner.
Explanations of the medical terms
used for causes of deaths on the
‘spare’ certificates on each page
were also interesting and
enlightening.
Most heart-wrenching was the
description of the progress of the
insidious killer disease of phthisis
or miners’ complaint which
afflicted so many of the gold
miners. a trade that Ballarat was
known for.

Ballarat Link November 2012 Edition

The Society invite
someone each
month to assist
members in
research by
informing them
of their own
findings or points
of interest. All
talks are recorded
and are available
to members to
listen to.
If you have a
subject you want
to hear more
about, let us
know!
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How to Use
www.streetmap.co.uk:	
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  Hunt
Let’s assume you have found an address on a census of any decade 1841 to 1911. You may get a well detailed
address. Let’s imagine that you find an ancestor who is living at Fortune Farm, in the village of North Nibley, in the
County of Gloucestershire. You have no idea just where in Gloucestershire that place called North Nibley is
situated. Google “streetmap” or enter the URL (above) and up comes the link which you click. Into the search
field you enter North Nibley and press enter. A response in this case will give you just one North Nibley to choose or
it might take you immediately to the map. A common name might bring up a number of links to choose from (e.g.,
if you put in ‘Richmond’, for instance.)

	
  
However, in this case you easily find Fortune Farm towards the top left of the map, with North Nibley lower centre.
Remember, you still have no idea just where North Nibley is in relation to a big town so note the Zoom Control at
the right hand side of the map. Select a longer bar and zoom out.

Now you see the River Severn and the large town of Stroud, with the arrow showing where North Nibley is, not far
from Dursley. By choosing a wider bar you will get an even better view of where you are in relation to both
Gloucester to the north and Bristol to the south.

Now, moving to a bar with is much narrower you are able to get greater detail of Fortune Farm, showing the fences,
B
and each building on the farm in more detail.
Play with this site and you will find it a great asset.
Ballarat Link November 2012 Edition
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Research
THOSE LOOKING FOR INFORMATION: CAN YOU HELP
BLANCH Andrew of Smythesdale, manager of
the Phoenix Gold Mine (~1862-66) among others
and the adjacent Reservoir Hotel. Any info and
photos? Referred to Woady Yallock Historical
Society www.woadyyallockhistoricalsociety.org.au
BRODIE or (BRODY/BRADY) Ellen b 1833
Co Clare, Ireland, arr 1849 at Port Phillip aboard
the Pemberton as an 'Irish Orphan', m 1852
Geelong, John WALL ex-convict. Chn: Mary
Jane 1853, John Garrett 1856, Isabella 1858,
Thomas 1860, Ellen 1863 born at Dean. Ellen
WALL contracted meningitis and was affected
mentally, arrested at Bungaree Police Station 14
Mar 1867 and committed to Ararat Asylum 6
Dec 1867 where she died in 1883. Looking for
the court record.
BUCKLAND alias BUCKLEY/BUCKLY
John b 1853, Sarah b 1856 Ballarat, inmates of
the Immigrants Aid Society at Princes Bridge,
Melbourne, until committed by the Melbourne
Court on 4 Dec 1864 to be Wards of the State.
John for 4 yrs and Sarah for 7. Father (possibly
James) 'serving a long sentence'. Mother (no
name) 'in Pentridge.' Children's Records
deciphered.
BURNS John b ~1864 Ballarat (s/o Michael
BURNS/Ann O/ROURKE). John BURNS m
1889 Carlton, Evelyn DeRESEIGH b ~1862
Fitzroy (d/o Edward DeRESEIGH/Ann Jane
HOLLAND). Son John Edward BURNS m 1917
Ada Eileen AUBREY.
Ah CHUCK (CHUN CHEOK, CHUNG,
CHEOUK) James b 1835 Canton, China, arr
during the Victorian goldrush. Worked on a dairy
farm at Bacchus Marsh before prospecting on the
goldfields around Ballarat. Any record of him
there? James d 1929 Tarpeena, m 1878 Mount
Gambier, Martha Mary McQUADE, 9 chn.
CODY Kevin Thomas Hilary (1904-1977)
admitted to Nazareth House in 1909, m 1929
Coleraine to Mary Ella MOORE. Likely
connection to CODY families in Ballarat Districts
of Dunnstown, Gordon, Millbrook, Mt Egerton,
Warrenheip, and back to Kilkenny, Ireland.
CURNOW Charles (1833-1895) m 1854
Harriet ENDEAN (1839-1908) of Truro and left
St Ives, Cornwall, in Aug 1854 for Ballarat where
their nine chn were born. Likely to have arrived
by November, just in time for the Eureka
Uprising on 3 Dec 1854. Can we find the

shipping record? Enquiry from St Ives Archive
www.stivesarchive.co.uk
DIXON Brothers, Joseph and John G,
Chaff mill and Produce Merchants. Copy of
entry in Ballarat & Vicinity Biographies
(1894) requested.
DOVETON Captain Francis Crossman,
first Gold Commissioner on the Ballarat
Diggings, wife Margaret BOSTOCK. Their
dau Margaret m 1873 her first cousin Captain
John DOVETON, after whom the Melbourne
suburb of Doveton was named.
DOWNIE David of Fife, Scotland, moved
to Ballarat in mid-1800s. What connection to
Arthur Thomas DOWNIE b 1899, Carlton,
registered 1900, s/o Mary Ann Rose
DOWNIE?
FALLON Constable Edward aged 28 yrs
drowned 21 Oct 1856 crossing a creek near
junction of Murray and Darling Rivers.
Inquest please? Joined the police force 29 Jan
1856.
FISHBURN George b Durham, England,
arr Vic 1855 age 21 with wife Jane (RACE)
age 19 and dau Margaret, 4 mths, aboard the
William Miles. Further nine chn born
1857-1876 at Ballarat. Two FISHBURN plots
in the Ballarat Old Cemetery – a large red
granite headstone on one for 3 chn of George
and Jane and one for his younger brother
John FISHBURN who died in 1862 aged 28
and his wife Mary (WALKER) who died in
1888 aged 49 yrs at Ballarat East.
GUTHRIE Robert b 1832 Northshields,
England, arr Melbourne 1853 on the Marco
Polo, m 1861 Catherine KINNANE from Co
Clare, chn born Ballarat: James 1862, Robert
Thomas 1866, and Elizabeth Ann Reid 1867.
Robert d 1867 aged 35. What had he done to
merit "one of the largest that had ever taken place in
Ballarat."
HAWKSHAW Benjamin William b 1837
Newport Co Tipperary, arr 27 Apr 1853
Victoria aboard Digby age 17. Depositions
show him as witness to the burning of
Bentley's Hotel. Married 1865 at
Runneymede to Anna Maria MOYLAN, 8
chn, most b Vic.
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RESEARCH
ENQUIRIES
$30 per hour for non
members
$15 per hour for
members
Research enquires may
be forwarded to the
Society’s Research
Officer care of our
email
research@bdgs.org.au
or can be posted to
PO BOX 1809
Bakery Hill Mail
Centre Victoria
Australia 3354
Please remember to
include sufficient
relevant details.
Payments can now be
made via PayPal.
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HIGGS Thomas Edward b 1853 Bristol,
England, arr SA 1853 aboard Neptune with
parents George and Charlotte; m 1878
Ballarat, Agnes ROBERTSON. Chn: George
Duncan, Thomas Edward, Charlotte, William
Henry, Sarah Edith Maude, Agnes Beatrice,
James, Daniel Robertson, b 1879-1893,
Ballarat Vic, George Town Tas, Auckland
NZ.
Thomas d 1907 Tasmania, Agnes m2. 1912
Charles Richard PEARCE.
JOHNS Zacharius age 30 and John
JOHNS age 41 from Cornwall, arr Jan 1855
Port Phillip aboard Medway. Were they
nephew and uncle?
KELLY children born Ballarat: Isabella b
1863, William b 1865, Margaret b 1868.
Parents: James Ambrose KELLY m 1854
Geelong, Jessie REID. (Three quick lookups.)
KENNEDY Martin (1868-1953) Ballarat,
LOWER Thomas Charles (1907-1988)
Sussex-Ballarat, MOYLAN Catherine
(1844-1916) Tipperary, Ireland-Ballarat,
PEERS Charles (1860-1842) Ballarat,
SERJEANT Ada Madeline (1871-1955)
Stawell-Ballarat, VAUGHAN Catherine
Josephine (1853-1914) Clonteens, Roskeen,
Cork-Ballarat, WEAVELL John Charles
(1834-1906) Tasmania-Durham Lead.
Pedigree charts submitted by an ex-Ballarat member in
Gympie, Qld, who would like contact with members
who are researching these families.
KITSON James m 1869 Ballarat East,
Rebecca JASPER, twins born Ballarat East
1869, and a son Joseph Edward KITSON b
1872 Ballarat West (City). Also Cyrus
RETALLACK/RETALLICK (not the more
eminent Cyrus Bath RETALLACK) and wife
Sarah Jane JASPER having chn in BE in
1859-1865. All men were blacksmiths. Name
search in indexes for Ballarat East Rates and
BE Petty Sessions.
LAMONT Donald b~1821 Crathie,
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, arr Ballarat 1850s,
farm at Dowling Forest, returned on the White
Star to Scotland in 1860 where he married a
local girl. Victorian probate 1891 for real
estate of about 340 acres at Blampied worth
£1994.15.6d.
LAVOREL/LAVIUL LAVIEL Julius and
brother Francois, unassisted immigrants to
Victoria on Gipsy Queen 1855.
LEROUX Lellan George and Yvonne
Adele. Please obtain teacher records from
PROV. Maecenas pulvinar sagittis enim.
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MCCARTHY John b 1860-64 Ballarat, m1
1882 Narrandera, NSW, Florence Maria
PATTIE from Brisbane, but no information
about parents on a transcription of this
certificate. Possibly b 1864 Creswick s/o
Jeremiah McCARTHY/Margaret
BOURKE/BURKE. A most difficult brick
wall.
MAULE Margaret, publican of Rose of
Denmark Hotel, Creswick Road 1865, then
Princess Royal Hotel, Macarthur Street,
Ballarat, at her death in 1882 aged 49 yrs,
single, bur Ballarat Old Cemetery.
MICHELSON Andrew Kofoed b 1836
Bornholm, Denmark, m1. 1869 Ada
REDFEARN, m2. 1880 Elizabeth
BUCHAN-LEWIS. Andrew Kofoed d 1905
Ballarat, owner of the Southern Cross Hotel,
cnr Sturt and Drummond Streets. Left his
estate of £4000 to his three sons: James
Henry (b 1870), Andrew William (b 1876
Timor), John Alfred (b 1878 Maryborough).
PHILLIPS James Leopold Augustus b
1816, tour of duty with Somersetshire-based
2/40th Regiment of Foot, possibly at the
Eureka Uprising, and discharged in Australia.
PREBBLE Ronald Matthew b 1907
Ballarat, owned and ran the Dunkeld General
Store when he enlisted in WWII. Lookup of
Mt Pleasant School register, attended
1913-1920, father Charles PREBBLE, miner,
71 Magpie Street, Ballarat.
RAE Henry Moncrieff bp Quebec m 1870
Mary BRENNAN bp Vic. Chn born on the
Victorian goldfields. Dau Elizabeth RAE m
1899 Coolgardie WA, Albert Ernest JAMES.
ROSS Eric Gordon, enrolled Jan 1908 at
Pleasant Street State School, also siblings
before and after this. Photo found on Ballarat
Historical Society website of Grade 1 in 1910
but too small to identify faces. Would
appreciate a reply from us.
RICHARDS or RICHARDSON Thomas
(William/Walter) b 1836 Nottingham,
England, m 1881 Adelaide SA, Sophia
SAMPSON, d 1925 Monreith, Norwood SA.
Thomas was believed to be in Ballarat at the
time of the Eureka Uprising in 1853. His arm
was amputated in Ballarat sometime later.
ROBERTSON Duncan (1830-1905, a
weaver), wife Sarah (1831-1910,
STEVENSON) and family from Paisley,
Renfrewshire, Scotland, arr Port Adelaide
1854 aboard Cairngorm, lived Ballarat
1854-1910. Chn: Agnes, Daniel, John, James,
Elizabeth, William, Duncan, Annie Elizabeth,
Margaret.
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STEELE Robert leased land at
Doorodong Creek, District of
Dundas, 1846-1856. Chn born to
Mary (DUAN DUANE QWAN),
Charles 1848, Mary ~1850, Henry
~?, Unnamed (Catherine) 1853,
Caroline Sisson ~1856.
SULLIVAN Patrick and Bridget
arr from Limerick 1863, farmed at
Ross Creek until deaths in 1917 and
1918. Twelve chn b Ross Creek.
Where exactly was their farm
located?
STEVENSON James 1863-1936
m 1898 Mary Jane MORTON.
James was one the 6th of ten
children born to George
STEVENSON and Harriet Box
ACKERLEY from 1855 to 1872 at
Ballarat and Carngham.
THOMAS Richard m Elizabeth
DAVIES, lived Nightingale Street,
Ballarat. Chn born Ballarat:
Gershom 1856 m 1880 Margaret
MAXWELL (9 chn b 1881-1900
Melb, Neerim), Thomas Price
1858-58, Eliezer 1860-61, Elizabeth
Ann 1866-67. Elizabeth THOMAS
d 1907 age 84 Norwood, SA.
THOMAS William miner from
Wales, left Wallsend NSW came as
a widower with two daughters to
settle at Mt Egerton. Died age 56 in
1890 after falling in a well. Can’t
find a burial for him. Sister Tabitha
THOMAS m 1868 Morgan
GRIFFITHS, mine owner, six chn b
1869-1881 Egerton. Both buried
Ballarat Old Cemetery, 1912 and
1889 respectively.
WILLIAMS Thomas d 1895 age
75 Mt Egerton and wife Ann
(DAVIS) d 1898 age 80 at Ballan.
Both bur Mt Egerton.

Contributions to Link@bdgs.org.au

BALLARAT LINK!

PAGE

Digitisation – Optical Character
Wyndham Shire / successful use of
Recognition – Comprehensive Indexes poison at Kerang / unemployed sent
from Melbourne to destroy rabbits in
Recent editions of Ballarat Link have
Wimmera / unemployed arrive in
referred to the power and scope of the
Dimboola / unemployed complain of
emerging use of optical character
rates for rabbit destructions /
recognition in conjunction with digitisation. unemployed depart Dimboola for city.
A recent edition of Pharos, reported on the
sterling work of John Hirst, scholar emeritus There are 180 entries for Rabbits in that
at La Trobe University.
year. Each entry has date, page and
column reference.
Dr Hirst has worked on The Argus, a
Melbourne newspaper and the principal
Dr Hirst explains the superiority of
paper in the National Library of Australia’s searching by this means rather than
TROVE site for digitised materials, for some relying on the electronic version of the
30 years Dr Hirst has worked to develop an paper now on line.
index to cover 1860 to 1909, to cover a
period when there were no indexes for the
Dr Hirst addressed the Royal Historical
newspaper. Indexes of varying quality exist Society of Victoria on 30th August when
pre-1860 and post 1910. Perhaps, Dr Hirst’s
words might best explain his work –
The index is not a list of reference under
headings. There are headings but the entries
appearing under them have a brief
description of what the relevant articles in
the paper cover. So if you (look) under
‘Rabbits’ in 1885, you will find successive
entries reading : simultaneous rabbit
destruction in Victoria to begin today /
efforts of Samuel Avery, Belfast Council
rabbit inspector / poison pollutes rivers in
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Drop a hint for Christmas
Ballarat and District Genealogical
Society Inc
have Ballarat Cemetery Records on
DVD along with other available
indexes
order now for delivery in time for that
speacial time of year
see pages 14 and 15 for further details
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When I searched
for ancestors, I
found friends!
Only a genealogist
regards a step
backwards as
PROGRESS
Genealogists: The
only people that
are happy to
receive a death
certificate in the
mail.
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST
MEMBERS

PAGE
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FROM THE LIBRARY

Need Help?

Greg Nichols of Salisbury, QLD;
Pam Arundell of Delacombe;
Eileen Luscombe of Ballarat;
Rosemary Jones of Balnarring;
Michelle Curry of Alfredton;
Kay Bennett of Ballarat;
Mary Symons of London, UK.

MEMBERS ONLY

Microfiche reader available to borrow.
- VIC BDMs
- VIC Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat)
Audio Tapes of guest speakers also
available to borrow please contact
info@bdgs.org.au or all 0467 241 325

Use of society computers located in the
library Australiana Room are for research
only and should not be used for accessing
your email.

BALLARAT EAST PETTY
SESSIONS
Series VPRS 290/P, 1858-1921.
ISBN 978-0-9751359-4-5
The above CD is equivalent to the
information on both Microfiche below.
(the Microfiche are still available) Ballarat
East Petty Sessions, Series VPRS 290/P,
Part 1, 1858-1889.Ballarat East Petty
Sessions, Series VPRS 290/P Units 28-73,
Part 2, 1890-1921.
Price: Price: AUS $30 plus $5 postage &
handling.
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Members are
entitled to 1 free
entry per year.
Please quote
Membership
Number.
Member
additional
queries and Non
Member queries
may be
submitted at a
cost of $10.00
per entry. This
will cover a
query of up to
140 words in
length. (Approx
13 x A4 lines of
print)
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BALLARAT LINK
CEMETERY TOURS

Ballarat Old Cemetery
Corner of Creswick Rd and Macarthur St
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Eureka graves and Jewish Section tours.
1 Hour Sunday afternoon tour requires a booking
at the information centre.
Ballarat New Cemetery
Corner Lydiard and Norman St
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Tours are also conducted:
- During the Begonia Festival
- On request for School Groups
- During Eureka Week
Tours are conducted throughout the
year but preferably not during the winter
months.
Costs are $10 for Adults and $7 for
concession and children. For further
enquiries please contact Neva Dunstan on
03 5330 7005.

ANCESTRY.COM ACCESS
Is now available on library computers,
bookings are required and should be made
at the library desk.

PLANNING A VISIT TO
BALLARAT?
Do you think you may need help with our
material and equipment? Please contact a
librarian in advance so that arrangements
can be made to have one of our members
available for assistance or email Jennifer
Burrell at research@bdgs.org.au or call

PAGE
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BALLARAT CEMETERIES CD
Included on the CD are current
maps of the Old and New Cemeteries
showing location of the various
sections. A total in the order of
130,000 of records will be now
accessible in a searchable database
available on CD including 70,000 for
the Ballarat New Cemetery (1867-2005
plus headstone transcriptions and
25,000 cremations for the Ballarat
Crematorium 1958-2005.
Orders for the Ballarat Cemeteries
Index CD can be made with a
payment of $49 plus $6 postage and
handling directly to the Society or the
Genealogical Society of Victoria at
Level B1, 257 Collins Street
Melbourne Victoria 3000.
For a modest donation the B&DGS
research team can take digital pictures
of headstones on request. Enquires to
research@bdgs.org.au

WEBSITE ENQUIRIES
email library@bdgs.org.au

A Reminder to
members that
they are required
to show their
membership card
in the Library to
obtain access to
the Society’s
computer/CDs
and the research
material that is
kept in the filing
cabinet.
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