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Research is formalized
curiosity. It is poking and
prying with a purpose Zora Neale Hurston

READ ABOUT INSIDE THIS
ISSUE
JOAN & GARY HUNT BLOG
In April this year Joan and Gary Hunt
headed off to live in the UK for a year.
Read about some of their adventures
and see some of Gary’s Photos
Continued on Page 6

BALLARAT STAR
Ballarat Star has started to appear on
Trove via the National Library of
Australia
Continued on Page 12

WE ARE ON TWITTER
Ballarat and District Genealogical Society is
now on Twitter and can now make
announcements, remind you of meetings,
guest speakers, special events. Check out
Twitter on Page 10

Continued on Page 10

Did you know that
at one time people
got lost in the bush
trying to find thier
way to Ballarat
Hospital?
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Single Membership: $25.00
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The Society’s
Library is housed
in the Australiana
Room, Ballarat
Central Library,
178 Doveton
Street North,
Ballarat 3350.
Australiana Room
open for
“members only”
every Friday
evening 5pm 7pm.
Certain books
from our collection
can now be
borrowed by
members for 1 - 2
weeks, between 6 7pm on Friday
evenings.

Visitors are most welcome to meetings held at the Ballarat Library in Doveton Street on the
4th Tuesday of each month. No meeting December or January.
August Speaker: Betty Slater - Beginning your Family History and Up-Dates for
Experienced Researchers
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38 Peel Street Nth, 2011

FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the August 2011
edition of Link. I do hope you are all
enjoying the new look. I would be
interested in knowing what you would
like to see in Link and would love to be
able to show some of your favorite
photos so we can display some of
Ballarat’s history. Friends of the gardens
are looking for some photos of activities
at the Ballarat Botanical Gardens, see
page 13.
We are also now offering to send
Link in an electronic form. If you are
wanting to see link in full colour you
can subscribe to Link and will be sent
an email with the link to the newsletter.
This will allow for you to print a page
you may have an interest in or the
whole newsletter if you want to.
To subscribe just send an email to
ballaratlink@gmail.com with subscribe
in the subject line. You will then receive
an email with the link for the next
edition of LINK.

From our President
PROV news
Joan and Gary Hunt
Guest Speakers
All in a Twitter
Research information
The Ballarat Star
Were You There?

page 4
page 5
Page 8
page 8
page 10
page 11
page 12
page 13

Contributions for the November
edition of Link to be sent in
to Carmel Reynen by 10 October
2011to ballaratlink@gmail.com

You can now get
“LINK”
electronically. Just
send an email to
ballaratlink@gmail.
com
with the word
subcribe in the
subject header. You
will then receive an
email letting you
know where to get
your newsletter.

Disclaimer
The Ballarat and District Genealogical
Society Inc. does not hold itself responsible
for the accuracy of statements or opinions
expressed by authors of articles published in
this magazine.
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President’s Report
With the Annual General Meeting held on 26th July 2011, it is timely to provide some of the highlights for the year
passed.
A grant of $12 000 in the State’s 175th Anniversary scheme to commence Digitisation and OCR for The Ballarat
Star from 1855. The Society added $4 000. Some of the funding has been raised by the donations, which have
been individually acknowledged. At $2 per page, it is unclear how many years of the newspaper will be
completed. The result will appear in TROVE. For a very modest outlay the Society will also receive a digital copy.
Welcome support from Ballarat Mechanics Institute, local members of parliament - Catherine King MHR and
Geoff Howard MLA - and the Central Highlands Regional Library Corporation is appreciated.
From 1st July 2011, the City of Ballarat will take over the library service with the demise of the Corporation. To
this date none of the consideration has had a direct effect on this Society.
Outdated library items have been removed from the shelves
Acquisition of a new computer in the library and the cascading of other machines.
AFFHO’s Family History Week (August 2010) was celebrated with an Open Day for the Society’s collection.
Introduced Paypal for Sales and Research and is extending this to Membership and donations.
The transcription of another section of Ballarat Rates is near completion. Indexing from a digitised section of
VPRS 10859 Prisoner received record c.1864-6 is to commence. These are in addition to the completion of
Personal notices 1880 and the indexing of The Courier Birth, Death and Marriages.
The recent edition of LINK, the first printed with a colour cover embedded in new software, may offer the Society
and members additional benefits and allow a more graphic presentation.
The Society continues to receive a volume of requests. While the requests appear to be more detailed, complex
and continual, many people from great distance continue to appreciate the results. The Society continues to work
from within its collection and Ballarat Archives Centre (PROV) and where feasible to visit additional locations.
Charges for research will increase.
Ballarat Heritage Festival coincides with Mothers’ Day. Despite the stand being well attended by helpful and
interested members, willing to assist the public, the minimal general publicity pertaining to the displays in the
Mining Exchange meant that most visitors arrived there believing that the Information counter, alone, was there.
Numbers were reduced this year. Given that the drawcards at the Mining Exchange must have been Richard
Sutton’s unique motor car and technological display, those that did not venture far missed something memorable.
The Society attended the Bendigo AIGS Family History Expo in March.
Robert Bell, member and prominent historical lecturer in the district, died during the year. His estate passed a
number of important books for inclusion in the Library collection.
Two other notable genealogists, who in their own way had an impact on the development of this organisation,
have passed away. Anne Levens, VicHeritage Project Officer, died in September. Brigadier E J Compton AM,
FGSV, the principal architect of the transition of the GSV to an Association and giving rise to the formation of
this Society as a derivative of GSV Group, died in February.
cont pg 5
Ballarat Link August 2011 Edition

Contributions to ballaratlink@gmail.com

BALLARAT LINK!
Public Record Office North
Melbourne
This is a reminder with regards to the
important changes at the Victorian
Archives Centre, North Melbourne Only,
effective this coming Monday, 1 August
2011.
The Reading Room will be open from
10am to 4:30pm Monday - Friday and
Saturday (when open). This is a small
reduction in hours but from the
same date your ordered records will now
be available for viewing from
10am (previously 10.30am).
There are now 2 digital cameras
available to use free of charge to
photograph records and we have a
supply of USB sticks to purchase for a
small fee if you require one during your
visit.
The microform reader printer will be
equipped to save to a USB stick
free of charge.
All PCs are now equipped with USB
drives.
Photocopy requests will take 25 working
days to fulfill.
Unofficial Place-names
Dr Laura Kostanski of Ballarat has been
awarded a 2011 Victoria Churchill
Fellowship to study methods for recording
unofficial place names into
comprehensive data sets and improved
knowledge transfer. Dr Kostanski
anticipates travel to United Kingdom,
Netherlands, Canada and United States
of America during the Fellowship. Dr
Kostanski is one of the twenty-two
recipients of the Fellowships, which were
created in commemoration of Sir
Winston Churchill KG, former Prime
Minister of United Kingdom.
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Some might take a moment to
contemplate what an ‘unofficial’ place
name might be. Place names have been
recognised officially through the
settlement of land, proclamation of local
government and definition of parishes
and suburbs. Names of roads spring to
mind, especially after the recent spate of
officially un-named other than for the
ubiquitous ‘government’ title, as sites that
probably acquired a new formal title and
some local term cast aside. Maps rely on
place names. The postal system
demanded names that were not
confusing
Farming properties and some houses
have carried names. Euramabeen station
near Middle Creek has the names of
various paddocks on plates on the gates.
Within farming land, paddocks have
been named, many bearing the name of
the original grantee. Many of those
names may only be known to the local
farming families or their descendants.
Others record some feature in the site.
A number of railway lines in Victoria
have steep gradients – usually known as
banks. Many were given names known
only within the railway service. While
Warrenheip bank near Ballarat East may
be more widely known, such terms as
Cobbler’s, Catherine and Josephine
might not be so obvious. However, on
Warrenheip bank for a short period there
was a primitive signal frame to supervise
holiday rail traffic heading away from
Ballarat. Officially this was Warrenheip
Bank Box. It was commonly called
Xavier. Ballarat locals may readily guess
the location. Certain railway lines within
major yards have carried official names
but periodically the local name has come
to formal print. When this has occurred
it demonstrates the significance of the

When Scanning
photos scan them at
600 dpi in a TIFF
format. This will
allow you to enlarge
smaller photographs
and to be able to zoom
in on details not been
able to see before.
Also remember to keep
your original scan and
to “save as” when you
want to play with
your pictures. Only
when you are finished
save this a JPEG.

unofficial name in the local community.
That may offer some insight into the
importance of recording unofficial
names.
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Joan & Gary Hunt Travel Blog
were offered. Even better, some
children in the audience were invited
to put on the gauntlet and have the
Today we started our 15-day free entry to
birds land close to their faces, which
sites using the Great British Heritage Pass
appeared to be and no doubt was a
which was Joan’s retirement gift from her
wonderful experience for the children;
colleagues at the Public Record Office
one little boy was
Victoria. After a great deal of planning we
only about three
have arranged visits to very interesting
years old. During all
historical sites, and early this morning, with
the activity, one of
picnic lunches packed, we headed to
the falconers
Stratford-on-Avon (20 miles/33 kms from
explained to us
Southam) for a full day visiting three places
which classes of
associated with the Shakespeare family.
society were allowed
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ukventure/
to train which kinds
sets/72157626773579306/First was Mary
Arden’s Farm, to the north-west of Stratford of birds to catch
where William Shakespeare’s mother lived in certain types of prey
for the kitchen pot, a
a house built about 1514 and which still
rule which if
exists largely intact and restored. We are
contravened might have brought a
very interested in Tudor period domestic
punishment such as having your eyes
architecture, as that is the history of
burnt out with a poker. We spent
Shotteswell Cottage where we are living,
which dates from probably about the end of nearly three hours there because it was
such a fascinating place, but then
the 1600s. So, it was wonderful to spend
headed for Ann Hathaway’s cottage.
time in the two farm houses on the Arden
site at Wilmcote, a small village where Mary This was at another village, Shottery,
on the outskirts of Stratford. The
Arden lived prior to her marriage to John
Shakespeare. In the barn a large display has thatch-roofed, two-story, cruckconstruction cottage was where
been set up showing how tree trunks were
treated to create the “cruck” wall shapes and Shakespeare courted his wife-to-be,
beams so commonly used during that period. and was in the Hathaway family until
The spaces between the chunky timber were 1892 when the Shakespeare Birthplace
Trust purchased it. Another building
filled with wattle and daub usually
of great age and excellent condition, it
comprising mud, dung and straw and some
walls had been covered with Perspex so that is surrounded by a beautiful garden
we could see the original construction. The and orchard. A staff member gave a
staff were dressed in costumes of the period, most interesting talk about the history
of the building, furniture, artefacts,
and demonstrated cooking in the kitchen,
and development of the English
making pottage and pies. Two falconers,
language. For instance, as he showed
appropriately dressed, gave us a great
the oven and explained the baking of
demonstration of falconry, using a kestrel
bread, he demonstrated how loaves
and a very large barn owl, both of which
during the Tudor period were sliced
flew, swooped, and landed on the falconers’
horizontally because the base of the
gauntlets to devour the strips of meal they
bread would have been covered with

Great British Heritage PassDay1
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Joan and Gary
Hunt have gone
to live in the UK
and taking
advantage to
travel to Europe
at the same time.
You can follow
their blog on the
net at http://
huntuktrip.blogsp
ot.com/
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ashes from the oven. The best slices
were the top ones, crisp and clean, and
were therefore the more important
guests, visitors and family members
would receive “the upper crust”; the
lower and less appealing slices were
given to the children and servants.
There were constant references to
words introduced into English by
Shakespeare’s plays, and the whole
visit was quite fascinating. We finished
the day by going into the centre of
Stratford-on-Avon to the house where
Shakespeare was born in 1564. The
house was saved by people who
recognised within a hundred years or
so of his death that his birthplace
would be of interest to the world. The
building is now entered through an
interpretive museum built next door,
which has large screen videos and
other orientation presentations. All in
all, we had a wonderful day. We had
in previous visits to England been to
some of the Shakespeare sites in
Stratford.
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conditions which many Glaswegians had
to tolerate until just the last ten years or
so. Tenement living was originally quite
comfortable and pleasant, but in the 19th
century so many people poured into the
city that one result was whole families
living in just one room, several families
having to share just one toilet, the family
wash having to be done in “steamies”
which were primitive versions of the
modern laundromat, where women
hauled prams full of wash
to communal wash-houses
to boil and wash, wring
and rinse, then try to dry
their families’ necessaries.
Some of these steamies
were on Glasgow Green,
as were freak shows,
popular theatres, and
gaols with their
accompanying executions,
a great source of public
entertainment. The People’s
Palace does a great job of providing
images and displays along with the texts
explaining the common experiences of
GLASGOW
inhabitants of Glasgow through the ages
After breakfast at the Alamo b&b we
three walked a short distance to the stop as well as recounting the social and
where the tour bus picked us up, and we industrial actions its working class had to
take to win basic rights. In the front of
travelled through the main streets of
the museum is the largest terra cotta
Glasgow, past a number of points of
interest (including St Mungo’s Cathedral fountain in the world. It has Queen
where the original church was built in the Victoria overlooking the four dominions
of the then British Empire: Canada,
600s AD), and alighted at the People’s
Palace. A large, decorative building with South Africa, India and Australia. We
a massive glasshouse built at the rear, this caught a bus from there into the centre of
Glasgow and, as a celebration of being in
museum is situated on Glasgow Green.
Stretching alongside the River Clyde the the city that gave birth to a great
park was created in 1773 and funded by architect and designer, we had afternoon
tea at the Willow Tea Rooms, designed
one rich philanthropist. Some years
and created by Charles Rennie
earlier, in 1745, Bonnie Prince Charlie
Mackintosh. The rooms were built in
massed his troops and threatened to
besiege the city, while they paraded with 1903 and ceased their life as such in
1928, but in recent years have been
drums beating, bagpipes playing and
restored and reopened to serve lunches
colours flying. We spent about three
and teas.
hours in the People’s Palace, which tells
the working-class history of Glasgow
with recreations of the terrible living
Ballarat Link August 2011 Edition
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We shared and
enjoyed a CRM
signature blend
tea in his honor!
A local bus
brought us back
to the Alamo b&b
where we
prepared for an
early start in the
morning for Fort
Augustus, after a
most successful
couple of days in
Glasgow. http://
www.flickr.com/
photos/
ukventure/sets/
72157626946029
099/
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Guest Speakers
Online Trends in Family History –
Shauna Hicks (our May meeting talk)
Shauna is well known to our Ballarat
members having been Senior Manager
Access Services at Public Record Office
Victoria before her retirement in 2009. She
has also worked at the National Archives of
Australia in Canberra and before that at the
Queensland State Archives and the State
Library of Queensland. Shauna has also
been researching her own family history
since 1977 and now runs her own small
research and consultancy business, Shauna
Hicks History Enterprises
(www.shaunahicks.com.au).

possible to contribute personal
information to some government sites
and Shauna gave Mapping Our
Anzacs and the Old Bailey
Proceedings Online as examples.

The fourth trend looked at pictorial
contribution sites such as Flickr and
You Tube and how they can now be
used for genealogy research. The fifth
trend is where researchers contribute
their own family history data to sites
such as Genes Reunited, Ancestry,
Lost Cousins, My Heritage and World
Connect. Again Shauna gave
examples using her own research. She
has some data on all sites and she has
been contacted by different relatives
Shauna outlined a number of ways that
family historians can progress their research from all the sites – you just never know
online. For the first trend on communication, where you will find connections!
The Society invite
she discussed basic resources such as email,
someone each
forums and mailing lists which most people The final trend is where researchers
month
to assist
are hosting their own websites for their
are familiar with. A brief look at Skype
members in
family history and this is gaining in
showed that the free version could be used
research by
for instant text chat as well as local, interstate popularity. Before finishing her talk
Shauna briefly mentioned Pay To
informing them
and overseas phone calls and if you have a
View Databases such as FindMyPast,
web camera, you can also see people when
of their own
Ancestry and so on as well as Free to
talking to them.
findings or points
Search databases such as
of interest. All
FamilySearch, FreeUKGen and UK
The second trend looked at sites which
talks are recorded
provide information and these include blogs, Online Parish Clerks. In concluding
and are available
podcasts, RSS feeds, Twitter, Facebook and Shauna mentioned privacy issues and
to members to
identity theft and the need to ensure
enewsletters. For each type of medium
listen to.
Shauna provided examples to illustrate what that you keep passwords secret and to
use
up
to
date
virus
and
firewall
If you have a
it was like and the type of information to be
found. The third trend she identified looked software. It’s a brave new world for
subject you want
at sites where users contributed information. family history researchers but there is
to hear more
lots of scope to break down brick walls
These include nings (such as Genealogy
about, let us
Wise, the PROV ning or Looking4Kin) and online with these new resources. It is
know!
also a rapidly changing area so you do
wikis with examples including the PROV
need to revisit some sites often.
wiki and FamilySearch wiki. It is also now
Shauna encourages us to explore some
Ballarat Link August 2011 Edition
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of these resources and see how they
might assist our research and
remember to have fun!
A copy of Shauna’s Powerpoint
presentation is on her website
www.shaunahicks.com.au on the
Resources page – scroll down to
Presentations.
Shauna Hicks
Shauna Hicks History Enterprises
shauhick@bigpond.net.au
www.shaunahicks.com.au
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chosen to lay out the gardens.
Many plants were brought to
Ballarat for the garden by ships
arriving from
overseas.
In 1865 Steam Trains began
arriving in Ballarat, and in 1869
entertainment
Was being offered in the gardens
resulting in large crowds visiting the
Botanical Gardens.

In 1884 Thomas Stoddart presented
12 white marble carrara statues to
the gardens.
Follow me on Twitter www.twitter.com These statues are still on display
today at the gardens.
In 1930 Black Swans were
Also see an exciting new venture
introduced to the Lake, after many
Unlock The Past
unsuccessful attempts
With white swans.
Our guest speaker for July was
Lorraine Powell who is the Convenor
A book on the history of the
of
Ballarat Botanical Gardens is
The Friends of the Ballarat Botanical
planned to be published and
Gardens History Group.
Lorraine is looking for more
information on the Gardens from
This group was formed in 1983 with
the 1940’s onwards.
10 members, and Lorraine explained
Two Sundays have been organised
membership is pen to everyone.
for people to bring any photos,
stories or posters
Lorraine commenced her talk with the
to the Gardens for copying and
history of the Gardens, showing
recording.
original
These days are Sunday 28th August,
Photos of Yuille Swamp in the early
and Sunday 11th September from
days, and explaining a competition
10am.
was organised in 1857 to find a plan
for Botanical Gardens in
Ballarat.
Slides were shown of the
original plans and ideas
submitted.
Wright & Armstrong
submitted the winning
design, and planning of the
Gardens commenced.
In 1858 George Langley was
Ballarat Link August 2011 Edition

9

July Meeting
JOHN WATSON
Community Museums Officer of
the Goldfields.
John explained his position started
as a pilot program three years ago,
to
Assist and advise with the running
of the 80 museums in the goldfields
Area.
John spent many years employed at
Sovereign Hill Ballarat, and
The Pioneer Settlement at Swan
Hill, which gave him the experience
for this
position.
John explained many museums
were having difficulty obtaining
volunteers,
and he can assist with the
recruitment and succession plans for
volunteers.
He works alongside the museums
and provides support with
networking and
training in many areas including
display training, and computer
skills.
John also advises museums on
funding and grants that may be
available to them.
He organises volunteers from
smaller museums to spend time in
larger museums to
gain valuable experience and skills.
There are many programs and
assistance are available to museums,
and John can
Be contacted with information
regarding this.
John answered many questions from
members, including some
interesting ideas on
Storing documents safely.
Graham Reynolds thanked John for
his presentation.
Barbara Harris.
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All In a Twitter
Open an Account and Join us at
@BDGSBallaratgen
Do you have a twitter account? You could
spend the day reading the tweets that come
through but this is not really possible and
would be rather silly because you would not
then be able to check out the sites offered to
search.

wonderful vintage photographs. Pop in if
your near by

CaroleRiley Carole Rileyby
GuildOneName
Australian War Memorial releases digitised
Navy archival records online - Royal
To start an account all you have to do is go to Australian Navy: bit.ly/r0wFeR http://
www.navy.gov.au/
http://twitter.com/ and follow the
instructions to open an account. Then do a Australian_War_Memorial_releases_digitise
d_Navy_archival_records_online
search for some people you know have a
twitter account, such as Shauna Hicks, who
genealogynews Kevin Berdan
spoke at out May Meeting, or Ballarat
Genies on BDGSBallaratgen and then click by FindAGrave
Beginning Polish Genealogy http://bit.ly/
follow. You can then do a search for
genealogy and have a look at what may be of pvcjTn http://triblocal.com/arlingtonheights/community/
interest to you.
stories/2011/08/
beginning-polishHere is a sample of some great tweets for
genealogy/
you to explore:
PRO_Vic PRO
Victoria
Our Westgate
exhibition got a nod
at tonight's Museum
Australia (Vic) awards.
SocAustGen SocAustGen
Showing again at the
by yourfamhistory
If you have Welsh ancestors help is at hand. Victorian #Archives
Find out about the wealth of resources at the Centre from 10
August
Society's library... http://www.sag.org.au/
events/lectures/224.html
History_Qld Queensland History
by GouldGenealogy
History_Qld Queensland History
Immigrant ship Chatsworth is quarantined
by GouldGenealogy
for measles - 1862 - bit.ly/pIwzRC
#onthisday in 1879 - immigrant ship
New link to British GENES Daily - a daily
round up of UK #genealogy news on
Twitter - on the Scottish GENES blog page:
http://scottishancestry.blogspot.com/

Arthurstone arrives at the Port of Brisbane
from the UK with 308 passengers (Trove)
jellibat Jelli
by Library_Vic
Checked out the fantastic exhibition 'As
modern as tomorrow' @Library_Vic

@Heritagehappens
Heritage Happens
Adventures of a New URL http://
tinyurl.com/3ocvdhh #geneology
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Research
THOSE LOOKING FOR INFORMATION AND HOW TO ASK FOR ASSISTANCE
Rev Thomas Hugh Indian Methodist Minister. Wife Marie
Ward. Arrived Geelong 1913.
Thomas born Stanhope England,
died Melbourne 1973
John Wilson Indian – born
1926, died Ballarat 1992.
McHutchison - Patricia, born
1932 Sebastopol Maud Evelyn
daughter of Esther Harriet
McHutchison (nee Hughes)
Duncan & Margaret
McHutchison
David & Esther Hughes (nee
Vickers) Lived Broomfield
Campbell - Robert Died result
of mining accident 1861, his
brother William Campbell
Maddern - Elizabeth (nee
Lawry) Husband William
Maddern. They married in
Gulval Cornwall 1854.
Eva - John Norman born
Ballarat 1890, Father William,
Mother Matilda Ann (nee Harvey)
Brother Percy, sister Ethel.
Grandmother - Mary Ann Eva
(nee Trotman died Ballarat 1907)
John Norman Eva enlisted in
Adelaide 1917 as Cyril Norman
Harvey (Mother’s maiden
name) He used this name for
the remainder of his life. Any
information would be
appreciated.
Pic: Ballarat High School 1960
N L Harvey, Photographer

John O’Shaughnessy owner and
licensee. The Hotel was established
Explosion of Boiler at East India
about 1850 and delicensed in 1903.
Cement Company 1st
October 1861. David Campbell,
John Collins, Arthur Stamers died How to ask for assistance and
what to tell the researcher
at the scene and Alexander
Campbell died the next day as
Ballarat and District Genealogical
result of his injuries. James
Society are able to assist researchers
Gaisford died on Thursday.
with digging into their family history
Information on David
and only charge $30, or $15 for
Campbell is sought by Rhonda
members, for an hour of research.
Gunnarsson, Sweden.
However anyone who has done
Jordan - Lived Leonards Bridge research would know how quickly an
hour goes when you are engrossed in
Clunes.
papers, records, indexes etc. So how
John Jordan married Ann
do you get the answers you need in
Watson. Their son William
that hour of research.
Jordan born Clunes 1861, died
When sending for information the
Leonard”s Bridge Aug 17th 1945
enquiry should be as precise as
married Ellen Ann Hooper,
possible. What is it you are looking for
parents William Hooper & Ellen
exactly. Along with your question you
Meekley.
need to tell the researcher what you
Children – Lillian Mrs Wasson,
Caroline Mrs Garlick, Ellen Annie have already found.
This would include certificates,
Mrs Jackson, Sarah Mrs Sumner,
electoral rolls, newspaper cuttings etc.
John, Lena Mrs Cottrell, Robert
The more detail you can give the
William.
better as then the researcher does not
spend time looking in places you have
Carngham Hotel & Horse
already looked.
Coach Routes late 1800s &
Is it a brick wall you have reached? If
early 1900s
so it may just be that, there
may not be any further
information , but then
again there may be just
something our researchers
have access to that you
either do not have or have
not thought of, so it is
worth asking the question.
However you need to
explain what you have and
where you have looked.
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Ballarat Star is now starting to
appear on Trove. This is thanks to the
Grants awarded to the Ballarat and
Genealogical Society by Public Record
Office Victoria with the assistance of our
local members of Parliament. The society
also added $4,000.00 to the grant of
$12,000.00 for this project.
Trove is a wonderful research tool for
genealogists and historians. If you have
not used Trove before, then you should
start. Just google Trove or go to http://
trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper?q= then add
the name you are looking for into the
search box. On the left of the page is a list
of the newspapers this name will appear
in. You can also filter the type of article
you are looking for along with the decade
and year.
The more local the newspaper the more
likely you are to find your person.
Sometimes you need to think a little
further, e.g. my family were from Sale, if I
put in Sale I get every type of Sale, so I
need to rethink my search!
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State Government’s Local
History Grant
The Society was very pleased to have been
advised in early July that it had gained a
grant of $10 000 to extend the digitisation
and Optical Word Recognition project with
The Ballarat Star. This should offer another
5 000 pages to the work to be
loaded on TROVE. One
estimate is that it might
cover another 2-1/2 years.
By this time c. 1860s the
paper is six days a week.
The Society has voted
to add $ 2 000 from its
accounts to the work,
which might bring the
total to a little over three
years
The very late news is that part
of The Star has begun to appear on
TROVE. This is from the earlier grant
received in the State’s 175th anniversary
events.

Screen shot of
Tr o v e a s y o u
would see a search,
to the left you can
see where you are
able to filter results,
then a list of
articles that can be
seen. the shaded
ones are coming.
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BALLARAT LINK!
Photo Sources
The Library have a number of albums
showing Real Estate Agent Photographs
and many others. These are in the
Australiana Room and LINK have
sought permission to use some of these
photos.
front banner
Vol 8 1245 Tetheridga & Growcott
£120 24 Peak Street owner Tregenze
Page 2
Volume 8 1313
P.C. Summerscales 1905
Sturt Street in snow showing the Town
Hall
Page 6
Arden’s Farm House (Shakespear’s
Mother’s house) Gary Hunt
Page 7
Photograph Gary Hunt.
Page 9
1906 Lawn (Lake Wendouree)
Page 11 Ballarat High School,
Photographer N.L. Harvey 1960
Cnr Sturt and Gillies Street Ballarat.
Page 14 cast Iron lace details as used by
Bromeley Bros Ironfounders.
Gig made by Gazzard Builders

Were you there?
The Friends of the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens invite people to
share photos in their possession
which were taken in the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens. It is hoped that
many of these will be included in a
forthcoming book about the history
of the Gardens. Please look in old
photo collections and bring them
along to be scanned on the spot and
returned to you immediately.
Two scanning days will be held on
Sunday 28th August and Sunday
11th September in the Robert Clark
Centre opposite the Conservatory,
from 10am to 3pm.
For more information please
telephone Kathleen 5339 3443.
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President’s report cont...
Barbara Harris, Mary Adriaans, Jeanette
McGilivray and Trina Jones decided not to
re-nominate. The Society is grateful for their
contributions. For Trina it has been her third
period on the Committee. They now will
enjoy well-earned rest, or perhaps, research
time.
New members to the committee are Bill
Johnson and Ben Schueddekopf. This is
probably the first time that four men have
served on the same committee.

City of Fitzroy Rate records
1958-1973
Yarra Libraries invites contact on 1300 695
427 or yarralibraries@yarracity.vic.gov.au.
to access the digital version of the former
City of Fitzroy’s Rate Records 1958-1973.
The records include detail of the owner, the
occupiers of a property, a brief description
of the dwelling and the valuation at the
time. Ostensibly, the flyer is targeting those
who want to research the history of their
house but it is a noteworthy project in that
such recent records have been digitised.

What did your
ancestors do for
entertainment? And
what did you do? I
believe anyone who has
spent time in Ballarat
would have fond
memories of Lake
Wendouree and the
Botanical Gardens.
Please read Were You
There to be involved in
the History of the
Gardens, and
contribute your
memories.

Incidentally, by the 1950s some of the large
municipal councils had transferred from the
traditional book to rate cards, which are
fragile.

Wallace and the Statuary Pavilion 2001
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BALLARAT LINK!
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FROM THE LIBRARY

Need Help?

Ian Thomson of Dromana; Mike
and Joyce Cuttle of Cardigan;
Warwick Hughes of Nicholls, ACT;
Robyn Mader of Navigators;
Janene Barker of Mansfield;
Lorice Jenkin of Eureka; Jeanette and
Rudy Ebeling of Delacombe;
Annmaree Perry of Alfredton;
Lyneve Cannon of Greenfields, WA;
and Julie Martin of Eltham

MEMBERS ONLY
Microfiche reader available to borrow.
- VIC BDM’s
- VIC Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat)
Audio Tapes of guest speakers also
available to borrow please contact Betty
at researchballarat@gmail.com

Use of society computers located in the
library Australiana Room are for research
only and should not be used for accessing
your email.

BALLARAT EAST PETTY
SESSIONS
Series VPRS 290/P
Part 1, 1858-1889
Price: AU$35 plus $5 postage and handling
Set of 15 fiche containing 55,000 names
Part 11, 1890-1921
Price: AU$45 plus $5 postage and handling
Set of fiche containing 70,000 names
Please contact the society for further
information.

BALLARAT PETITIONS
Copies of the CD Ballarat Petitions
1860-1866 VPRS2500/P0 available for
AU$30 plus $5.00. Please contact the
society for further information

Ballarat Link May 2011 Edition

Members are
entitled to 1 free
entry per year.
Please quote
Membership
Number.
Member
additional
queries and Non
Member queries
may be submitted
at a cost of
$10.00 per entry.
This will cover a
query of up to
140 words in
length. (Approx
13 x A4 lines of
print)

Contributions to ballaratlink@gmail.com

BALLARAT LINK
CEMETERY TOURS
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RESEARCH ENQUIRIES
$30 per hour for non members
$15 per hour for members

Ballarat Old Cemetery
Corner of Creswick Rd and Macarthur St
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Eureka graves and Jewish Section tours.
1 Hour Sunday afternoon tour requires a booking
at the information centre.
Ballarat New Cemetery
Corner Lydiard and Norman St
1 and 2 hour tours available.
Tours are also conducted:
- During the Begonia Festival
- On request for School Groups
- During Eureka Week
Tours are conducted throughout the
year but preferably not during the winter
months.
Costs are $10 for Adults and $7 for
concession and children. For further
enquiries please contact Neva Dunstan on
03 5330 7005.

ANCESTRY.COM ACCESS
Is now available on library computers,
bookings are required and should be made
at the library desk.

Research enquires may be forwarded to the
Societies Research Officer care of our
postal address or email
researchballarat@hotmail.com.Please
remember to include sufficient relevant
details. Payments can now be made via
PayPal.

BALLARAT CEMETERIES CD
Included on the CD are current maps
of the Old and New Cemeteries showing
location of the various sections. A total in
the order of 130,000 of records will be
now accessible in a searchable database
available on CD including 70,000 for the
Ballarat New Cemetery (1867-2005 plus
headstone transcriptions and 25,000
cremations for the Ballarat Crematorium
1958-2005.
orders for the Ballarat Cemeteries
Index CD can be made with a payment of
$49 plus $6 postage and handling directly
to the Society or the Genealogical Society
of Victoria at Level B1, 257 Collins Street
Melbourne Victoria 3000.
For a modest donation the B&DGS
research team can take digital pictures of
headstones on request. Enquires to
researchballarat@hotmail.com.

PLANNING A VISIT TO
BALLARAT?
Do you think you may need help with our
material and equipment? Please contact a
librarian in advance so that arrangements
can be made to have one of our members
available for assistance or email Betty
Slater at researchballarat@hotmail.com

WEBSITE ENQUIRIES
Webmaster: Daryl Povey
Email: povey@ncable.net.au

A Reminder to
members that
they are required
to show their
membership card
in the Library to
obtain access to
the Society’s
computer/CDs
and the research
material that is
kept in the filing
cabinet.

