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PLEASE NOTE:

A Family Photo
by Louise Gray
This is a story of those who
appear in this family photo.

The Australiana Room at the
Library, where our collection is will
be closed from 3 June 2019.

Pages 6 & 7

It will reopen on 17 June 2019 at
the Eureka Centre M.A.D.E in
Eureka Street, Ballarat East.
Also there, Public Record Office,
Ballarat will be available in the
same building along with the
History Hub of the Library.

A visit to Happy
Valley and
Springdallah.

Public transport is available to take
you there if needed.

Pages 8 & 9

There is no charge to get into the
library but there is to get into the
exhibitions.

The role of a Secretary at a
county cemetery. Not an easy
job. A talk by Barbara Harris
explains what this position
entails .
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Editors Notes
Well I am back, a little slow as yet but have now
produced my ﬁrst LINK after 6 months. Thank
you to Trina and Helen for covering during this
time. I must apologise for the lateness of this
edition but we do get there, eventually.
PLEASE NOTE: The Australiana Room at the
Library will close on 3 June 2019. It will reopen at
M.A.D.E. Eureka centre on 17 June 2019.
This space will also be shared with PROV.
Also monthly meetings will still be held at the
Library in Doveton Street. Ballarat
I do hope you can gain some insight to helping
you research your own family histories and ways
to write your own stories.
I am always looking for articles for LINK and
interested in what you have found and how you
went about it.
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Again I have Shakira who is 11yo writing an
article. She is loving family history and insists on
attending meetings and outings. This is
something I like to encourage, who else is going
to take over when I am gone!
Do you have a young one showing an interest
who would like to write a story. Please encourage
them and send it in to me if you have one.
Now is a good time to really start researching, the
winter is hitting us with a vengeance and inside
at the moment. There are lots of things on line
now, but remember not everything.

Public Record Office Victoria
Untitled photograph from Ballarat
photographs and negatives
Image citation: PROV VPRS 03457 P0000
Item 93

You need to keep going back to TROVE as more
papers are added all the time. Ireland has added
more vital indexes which may be worth looking
at.
Also if you are thinking of doing a DNA Test, wait
for specials. You can save a lot of money.
Ballarat Link
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President’s Report
To re-capitulate, Ballarat City Council resolved in February 2018 to move the Australian Reference
collection – including the Society’s collection - to a re-established section of Eureka Centre,
formerly the Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka (M.A.D.E) on the western end of the
Eureka Stockade reserve. Since early January 2019, the Society’s four representatives have
engaged in the fortnightly meetings of the Eureka Centre Project control team.
Since the report in February Link, the following steps have been in progress:•Drafting the Memorandum of Understanding between the Society and the City of Ballarat.
This addresses a range of operational conditions and included such matters as the provision
of the Society’s collection in the Public Library, the Council’s provision of all computer
hardware, the Society’s continued meeting arrangements at the Doveton Street Library
meeting room;
•Drafting the formal agreement for the Society to function in close collaboration with the
Ballarat Public Library and the Public Record Oﬃce Victoria in the new, designated space;
•Discussion about the essential marketing of the new research venue and its services;
•Discussing suitable names for the new venue within the Eureka Centre;
•Consideration of appropriate recognition of the contribution of the late Dr Joan Hunt toward
local history and research across broad dimensions especially in the Central Highlands area;
•Discussion of the scoping of the ‘service delivery’ models for the new venue;
•An integrated book collection;
•The function of a research collection in a public Hub setting; and
•Preparation of the layout for the new venue.
The movement of the three parties – Australiana Reference Room collection, Public Record Oﬃce
Victoria (Ballarat Search Room) and this Society – will be co-ordinated. There is a strong prospect
that access to the Society’s collection will be closed for about a fortnight prior to 17th June. This
reﬂects an emerging prospect that the move of the three organisations into the new venue will
occur around mid-June 2019. This means that this advice is probably the last formal, written
update that can be provided through Link.
Arrangements have been made for each entity to upload consistent reports on their respective
media outlets.
Oral updates will continue at the regular Ordinary monthly meetings.
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The Role of the Secretary in a
small country cemetery.
Barbara Harris is the Secretary of the Dowling
Forest Cemetery, a small country cemetery on
the
Sunraysia Highway near Miners Rest.
Barbara gave a brief history of the Cemetery
which was originally in the boundaries of a
pastoral Run leased by William John Turner
Clarke or Big Clarke as he was known. The area
was named after his wife’s maiden name
Dowling.
In the mid 1850’s numerous small cemeteries

were gazetted, the main reason being the only
Form of transport was horse and buggy. Burials before this date was mainly in the Old Ballarat
Cemetery.
The Dowling Forest Cemetery was gazetted on the 2nd April 1860 with formal notiﬁcation that
Land had been set aside for a cemetery. The Cemetery is managed by a Trust, and has been since
it was gazetted.
Keeping the records of the cemetery is a vital role of the secretary, and Barbara showed a slide of
The original register of the cemetery dating back to the early 1860’s with very early entries.
Also an original map showing the very early burials in the cemetery. This register is still used to
records burials today.
The cemetery is divided into Religious Denominations for the recording of the early burials.
Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, Church of England, Weslyan. With the introduction of the Lawn
Section in 1994, most burials are now in the Lawn Section.
Barbara also showed some slides of interesting graves of signiﬁcance in the cemetery.
Reservations are organised by the secretary.
Burials are an important part of the Secretary’s role, from organising the grave digger to liaising
With the funeral director and family.
Barbara also gave details of the new Rotunda, and Columbarium recently installed at the
cemetery, and how funding is obtained for these projects, as the only income the cemetery has is
from Reservations and Burials.
Small country cemeteries have to comply with many rules and regulations, and it is the
Secretary’s role to make sure these are met. Family history queries regarding burials in the
cemetery are also made to the Secretary on a regular basis.
The role of the secretary in a small country cemetery is many and varied and always busy.

Thanked by Graeme and given a mug with the Society Logo in gold.
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Family Photo
By Louise Gray

The subject for week 8 of the 2019 52Ancestors in 52 weeks
challenge, organised by genealogist Amy Johnson Crow, is
“Family Photo”. Of all the family photos in my possession,
the one i am about to share means the most to me-Not only
in terms of sentimentality, but of historical signiﬁcance. It is
the oldest family heirloom in my family and the only image
that I have of my great-great grandmother and her children.
from L. Michael Patrick Maguire, Elizabeth Mary, Margaret
Mary, Mary Margaret & baby Thomas John.
This photo was originally in my Nan’s Possession, but since I am the (self-appointed) Family Historian, she
passed it on to me for safe keeping. This photo was taken in mid to late 1906 which was a period of great
hardship for this little family.
Michael Patrick Maguire (my great grand-uncle) born 14 May 1901 in Buninyong. He married Eleanor May
Dixon in 1940. Michael served in the Royal Australian Air Force; enlisting during World War Two on 20
October 1943 in Melbourne. At the time of his enlistment he was employed as a store man and living at 421
Windermere Street, Ballarat with his wife. Michael was discharged with the rank of Leading Airforce man,
being posted at 1 Central Recovery Depot and was discharged due to being medically unﬁt. Michael died on
31 August 1970 in Ballarat and was buried the following day at Ballarat General Cemetery.
Born Elizabeth Mary Maguire (nee Quigley), Lizzie had a diﬃcult upbringing. She was raised by a single
mother after her father abandoned his family. Her mother supported her four children and her almost blind
father on his disability pension of 6 shillings 6 pence a week. Lizzie was just 12 years old when she and her
two younger brothers were removed from the family farm in Buninyong and charged as being neglected
children. They were committed to the care of the State with a recommendation that they were boarded out to
their mother, allowing her to receive a small Stipend for their care.
Lizzie was in her early 20s when a young girl, by the name of Kathleen Butterﬁeld, somehow came into her
care. We have never been able to ascertain her connection to the Maguire family and perhaps never will,
however she became known as Kathleen Mary Maguire , or ‘Aunty Kath’ and was raised by Lizzie as her
younger sister. Much of Lizzie’s early life is unknown to me. I haven’t been able to ascertain when she left her
home in Buninyong, although I am lead to believe by Maggie’s only surviving child (aged 99 years!) that it was
under less than amicable circumstances. Regardless it couldn’t have been easy raising a child alone in the
1920s and 30s, and it is more than likely that Lizzie would have been subject to idle gossip and speculation.
Despite the hardship of her youth, Lizzie found love in the form of James Goymer Shorten and the two were
married on 4 June 1932. Lizzie was heavily pregnant at the time. While seemingly scandalous to be pregnant
and ‘living in sin’ in the 1930s. Nanny tells me that it was midst of the Great Depression, and they could not
aﬀord to get married prior to that. Lizzie and James only managed to scrape together enough money to wed
a mere three weeks before their ﬁrst child, James Thomas Shorten, arrived on the 25 June 1932. Little James,
or Jimmy as he was known, was soon followed by Patricia, my paternal grandmother. Lizzie lived most of her
adult life int he Newmarket/Kensington area and passed away on 17 April 1976 in Parkville, Victoria. She and
her husband James, who had passed away three years prior, were interred in an unmarked grave in
Footscary Cemetery. My Pop did make a wooden cross to mark their grave when they were buried but it has
since been removed.
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Margaret Mary or ‘Maggie’ as she was known to some. She was born on 8 January 1894 at Weller
Street in Geelong, Victoria. She was embroiled in a a forgery case in 1907, when she was just thirteen
years old.
Maggie married Edward ‘Ted’ Charles Silvey on 4 September 1914, in Sunshine, Victoria. They went on
to have 13 children: Elizabeth Mary, Edward Charles, Florence Veronica, Kenneth Frederick, Thelma
May, Wallace James, Clarence (Clay) Albert, Beryl May, Lesley William, Doreen Margaret and Doris
Theresa, Kevin James and Ronald Edward. Ted and Maggie settled at Morris Street in Sunshine,
Victoria where they raised their family whilst Ted was employed at McKay’s in Sunshine.
Unfortunately Nany’s mother Elizabeth lost touch with her sister but from my understanding, Maggie
had a very diﬃcult personality and little to no contact with her family. to her grandchildren however,
she was remembered as being very warm and loving. Maggie passed away in August 1980 at
Williamstown Hospital and was buried at Altona Memorial Park. through Ancestry DNA testing I have
had the fortune of connecting with on of Maggie’s grandchildren, and despite the separation of
generations, end cousin once removed, it is amazing the diﬀerent things that we have in common,
including being raised in neighbouring suburbs and attending the same high-school, during diﬀerent
years. Through that connection, I’ve also been put in trough with her cousin and her aunt, who is one
of Maggie’s surviving children.
Next to Maggie is my great-great Grandmother, Mary Margaret Quigley. Mary was born in Buninyong
in 1871 to Michael Quigley and Margaret Kiely, both of whom immigrated to Australia from Tipperary,
Ireland in the min-nineteenth century.
Mary was one of seven children, only four of which survived infancy. Margaret Quigley (nee Keily)
passed away in 1886 when Mary was only 15 years old, and I imagine she would have been
responsible for running the the household then on.
Mary married Patrick Michael Maguire at her father’s house in Yendon, Victoria, on 21 November
1893. Given that their ﬁst child Margaret was born a mere two months later, it’s likely her father was
standing nearby with a shotgun! Patrick and Mary had four children: Margaret Mary (1894), Elizabeth
Mary, thought she went by Elizabeth Ellen on her marriage certiﬁcate (1894), Michael Patrick (1901)
and Thomas John (1906). In 1902 Mary’s younger brother ,Michael Jnr, became embroiled in a scandal
which had wide-reaching ramiﬁcations for the family.
Whether it was a result of her brother’s condition or earlier troubles within the marriage, Mary’s
husband Patrick abandoned his family sometime before or slightly after Thomas’ birth in 1905-06
about the time this family photo was taken. I’ve always thought Mary’s eyes held a depth of sadness
beyond the norm of early 20th century photographs. Mary remained in Yendon/Buninyong/Ballarat
Area for the majority of her life, passing away from Pneumonia, and buried on 15 Nov 1920 at the
Buninyong Cemetery.
Mary is holding her youngest son in this photo. Thomas John Maguire, born 12 January 1906 in
Buninyong. He is about six months old. Thomas enlisted in the Royal Australian Arumin in January
1942 in Tocumwal, New South Wales where he’s as working as a Defence Worker in the Shell Depot.
Hew as single at the time and listed his sister Margaret as his next of kin. He transferred to the 15
Works Company where he sas discharged on 12 March 1946 a a Private. He died in Parkville in 1957.
This little family certainly endured some diﬃcult times,especially in the years directly before and
after this photo was taken. I am sure I cannot mane the reason why this image was taken, but I like to
think that maybe they enjoyed getting dressed up in their ﬁnest Sunday clothes and heading out to
the photography studio to sit for their one and only family photo.
Ballarat Link
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Springdalla Launch of Dr. Joan Hunt’s Thesis
On a bright, sunny day my nan and along with other members of the Balalarat
and Genealogical society ent t the old HappyValley school for Joan Hunt’sbook
launch and to see her tree but ﬁrst of all I just want to say that under the dirt
the the tree was and still is Joan’s ashes. When we had lunch I got a bit hungry
and their rolls were really good so I had six we had desert there was ice cream
topping and fruit to put in the ice cream. During desert they had someone do
the book launch and after that we went outside for the unveiling of the
plaque. Of course Gary, Joan’s husband pulled the little blanket oﬀ the plaque.
Ian Gettson and Gary
Hunt unveil Joan’s Plaque After a terriﬁc book launch and the unveiling of the plaque and of course
lunch and desert, most people including my nana and I hopped on the bus for
the tour on the way to Joan’s tree.
On the way there, on the bus, we saw old gold mines and saw where the old houses used to be in the
town back in the 1800s. Gary told us a lot of information about it through the microphone. As we arrived
at Joan’s tree we got oﬀ the bus, there were already people looking over the edge of devils Kitchen and
looking at the plaque at the tree.
Shakira Frost

A group of members attended this luncheon and launch in May 2019. We were greeted at the
school by a number of people dressed in period costume on horses. We were also greeted by
Joan’s Family, husband Gary, daughter Veronica and her two daughters and son in law. Joan’s
son Steve and his wife Felicity along with her sister Marie were also there.
This was the AGM for the back to Happy Valley School committee and very well attended. A light
lunch was provided by members and enjoyed by all. It was then that Dr Jill Wheeler read the
pre-amble to Joan’s thesis, which took us through the area, describing many sites along the way.
Ian Gettson then launched the book.
Joan had intended to write this into
a book but unfortunately fate did
not allow this. Gary worked hard to
try and get it in a presentable way to
have this valuable resource printed
into a book.
After the unveiling of the plaque we
boarded a bus which took us
through Springdallah while Gary
presented maps and talked us
through what was there in the gold
mining days.
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Joan had been able to ﬁnd a lot of landmarks showing the history
of the area. This included where individual houses and buildings
were, the original school and even the terraced gardens built by
one very industrious teacher. Although not so much a garden any
longer the terrace is still very obvious.
We were able to enter the land where the Hunt Family have
planted a tree over some of Joan’s ashes, while the remainder
have been scattered in the area over Devil’s Kitchen. Gary has
been very diligent in making sure the tree has been kept well
watered during the summer. It was very dry the day we were
there but the tree is ﬂourishing.

The wedge tailed eagles are the totem of the
local Aboriginals who belong to the
Wathawurrung tribe.The wedge tailed eagle in
their language is Bunjil. At the spreading of
Joan'sm ashes these birds circled as a local
Wathawurrung elder performed a smoking
ceremony.

Often seen
ﬂying in the
area where
Joan’s ashes
were
scattered.

The Courier, 23 March 2019. Nine of Ballarat’s inﬂuential women who were inducted to the Zonta
Club of Ballarat’s Greatest Women Honour Board on Thursday night.
Dr.Joan Hunt, a teacher, historian, writer and researcher, was posthumously honoured for her
community contribution. Dr. Hunt, who died in September2018, was a teacher at Ross Creek Primary
School in the 1980s, was the ﬁrst female president of the Ballarat Historical Society and was
instrumental in establish the Woads Yalock Historical Society in 1985. She was also a driving force in
the formation of the Central Highland Historical Association.
Marie McRedmond, Joan’s sister, delivered the acceptance speech on behalf of her sister.
Gary described it as very moving and said it was a highly enjoyable evening celebrating
the lives and achievements of nine interesting and community involved women who were
honourees of the Zonta’s Club “GreatWomen of Ballarat” awards.

The Link here will take you
to an obituary published in
the Age 18 February 2019.

Ballarat Link

https://www.theage.com.au/national/dedicated-tocommunity-history-20190208-h1b11z.html?
fbclid=IwAR12RhMN87icLL9ZSE-6x31j24Jv6Nw
V_IYB6TVqCdEJ1G1h8HWDM059rkI
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Cornish Association of Victoria Ballarat
Branch tour of the Ballarat Old
Cemetery Saturday 6 th April 2019
A folder of 23 pages with photos and
certiﬁcates on the HICKS and EUSTACE
families has been donated to the
Ballarat and District Genealogical
Society by
Robyn and Arthur Coates, Arthur being
a descendant of these families.
The headstone in the Ballarat Old
Cemetery reads:
George HICKS died 13 May 1881 aged 71
years (b 1808 Kenwyn, Cornwall)
Wife Jane died 19 NOV 1882 aged 78
years (ms JENNIE/JENNEY b 1806
Photo caption: Robyn Coates speaking to the
Kenwyn)
BOC tour group about the families
on the white marble headstone.
In their death they were not divided
James Hicks EUSTICE, son-in-law, died 16 Feb 1887 aged 56 years.
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
James Hicks EUSTICE age 24, married 12 Apr 1855 Christ Church Geelong, Ann
HICKS aged 16, d/o above, both born Kenwyn. Later James was a dairyman at

What cousin is what. Many get
the removes incorrect and ﬁnd
them confusing. This chart will
assist you but remember to go
back to the common ancestor
then count down.
This is handy when trying to
work out DNA matches as the
programs will give you answers
such as 2C1R, meaning second
cousin once removed.
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Vic BDM / Victorian Birth Deaths &
Marriages
https://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/
Victoria BDM made large changes to their web site and instead of improvements there has been
many problems. Important information to help in ﬁnding the correct certiﬁcate had been taken out,
the download feature was hit and miss if it worked and a number of other problems. Many people
sent emails of complaint to Vic BDM and some work was done to ﬁx the problems. VAFHO has now
stepped in and is having weekly meetings with VicBDM to bring the service back to the one, or
better, than what we previously enjoyed.
If you have identiﬁed issues not included in the following list, please contact VAFHO on https://
vafho.com/contact/ also if you have PAID for certiﬁcates and not received them use the same
contact details and include details of your order: Certiﬁcate(s), date, payment info etc.
Relevant details will be forwarded to the Registry. Alternatively users can Contact the Registry
directly using their https://www.bdm.vic.gov.au/contact-us#enquiries and ﬁlling out the form or by
calling on 1300 369 367 (within Australia).
Progress:
Some Marriage certiﬁcates were showing as ‘non-compliant’ and were not being delivered - this
problem has been identiﬁed and ﬁxed - the permanent ﬁx will be in the live system -probably this
week.
Given name variations missing - now working in the online system. Note: this did not work on some
digger CDs. Online it now works for all events and periods. E.G scary for HY and HY and Henry;
search for Henry and get HY and Henry.
Bonus! Burial Location. Data previously coupled for a CD/DVD to be sold as the Burials Index will
now be added to Death Records results searched online. This is a low priority enhancement and
there is no Timeframe on when it will be implemented.
There are still a number of things identiﬁed and being worked on. You may have noticed that there is
a <Unknown Family Name> comes up in searches. This will eventually disappear, annoying but not a
priority at this time.
The Back button takes you to a blank form again. This is also being worked on so you do not need to
start each time while searching.
Mothers names have now been included in Births as they used to be.
Marriages are now shown in reverse, they are also working on having place of birth for both parties
included and place of marriage.
Name of Spouse is now being included on Deaths, still being worked on. And mother’s given name
and surname are again included.
This information is from VAFHO which is updated weekly. https://vafho.com/2019/05/26/vic-bdmssunday-26th-may-update/#comments
Ballarat Link
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Reﬂections in Time
Carmel Reynen
Have you ever looked at antique furniture and wondered what it had witnessed in the past? Better
still do you own any that has been handed down from your ancestors and know who it may have
been used by?
I have a cheval mirror, a dresser with winged mirrors along with a bedside table and wardrobe that all
belonged to my grandparents. It is the Cheval mirror that I often wonder about and wish I could see
the reﬂections no that the mirror has seen.
My grandparents, Albert Barwise and Vera (Murphy) married in 1927. I imagine Nana standing in front
of the mirror, wearing a three quarter length dress, the veil forming the train and silk stockings and
high heeled shoes, the full fashion of the day. Her mother fussing around the bride ensuring
everything was in place.
In the years to come Bert and Vera had three children, a boy and two girls.
The mirror would have witness Vera examining her extending abdomen in
her months of expecting her little ones to arrive.
Later the girls would have stood practicing their dancing steps, toes
pointed, arms up, kilts straight as they watched carefully for any possible
mistakes.
Dances were popular, in fact this is where my parents met. Dressing up to
go out is always important to the younger generation. I know the girls were
both debutants as I have seen the photos of them sitting on a ﬂoor with
their dress skirts swirled around them. The mirror would have been
important to check they were just right.

Albert Barwise and Veronica
Murphy on their wedding day.
1927

My mother was a professional dress maker and this mirror would have been used for the owners to
examine how the dress looked on them as adjustments were being made. There was the wedding
dress of her sister, then her own, as well as the wedding of her brother, did he too groom himself in
front of this mirror?
Then came along all the grandchildren. Twenty-two of them. I remember standing in front of this
mirror practicing my own dance steps, dressing up and swirling around. I always liked this piece of
furniture even as a little girl.

After my grandmother passed away the mirror ended up at my mother’s home. A mirror where other
children posed and then the grandchildren. Today the mirror sits in one of my spare rooms. My
grandchildren play in front of it.
It may be an inanimate object but just think it has seen seven generations. Now if it could only talk
and bring back all those reﬂections.
Ballarat Link
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RESEARCH

research@bdgs.org.au
ANDREWS Augustus George born in Clunes in 1847
according to his marriage and death certiﬁcates.
However what is making our search very diﬃcult is
the fact that his parents are not mentioned on any
documents. There is a 30 year gap between his
birthdate to when he turned up in Tenterﬁeld NSW
circa 1870 ++. Any further info on this elusive
gentleman would be greatly appreciated.
ANSTIS Family from Devon. James, my 3x gr
grandfather, arrived on the White Star in 1855. His
son William ANSTIS had arrived in July 1852 and had
set up a tannery business with partners. He married
Elizabeth ROWE and their son William Valentine
ANSTIS has a headstone in the Ballarat Old Cemetery.
We propose to visit from England to explore Ballarat
and places of interest related to the ANSTIS family.
Can the site of the old gold diggings still be visited or
any of the possible locations of any of the ANSTIS
trading sitCARVER Frank – I understand there is a
page in a biography book that your organisation has
and wondered if it would be possible to be sent a
copy. Happy to pay for it. A cousin of his was George
CARVER who was buried at Beaufort Cemetery in
1923 aged 90. In 1866 he married Rose SPELMAN.
Rose arrived in Geelong as an indentured servant
from Ireland. We are told that she was courted in
Ballarat by Martin LOUGHLIN who gave her a gold
chain and brooch, allegedly made from the ﬁrst gold
nugget he found. I don’t know how to prove
provenance and can ﬁnd no record of Rose in Ballarat
prior to her
marriage.

Spelman
Brooch

Ballarat Link

CREE family of Ballarat & District – I was doing a tour
of Sovereign Hill and came across butcher’s shop with
this name. My mother was a CREE from Majorca and
wondered if there was any connection. Her father
was Samuel Talbot CREE, a farmer.
HUNT Ebenezer Atlee - I am wanting to trace details
of my great grandfather who seems to have lived and
had business interests in Ballarat in the 1860s, with
the Criterion Store and later Permewan Hunt
(Permewan Wright). In 1860 Ebenezer m Mary
McMICHAEL and the ﬁrst six of their ten chn were
born in Ballarat. They lived in Raglan St then Errard St
Nth near Sturt St.
KELLY John – my great grandfather, born about
1859/60 and he is registered as having died in
Ballarat in 1933. Would you be able to point me in the
right direction of how to ﬁnd which cemetery? I am
planning a trip to Ballarat.
LYON William – my great grandfather born 1838, from
Orkney Islands, who I understand came to Ballarat in
1860 with his brother Thomas chasing gold. I am not
at all sure where to look for information but will be
visiting Ballarat this Friday and hope you can point
me in the right place to look up any information
please.
MORRISSEY FAMILY – Sydney member planning a visit
as part of my family history research. My ancestors
lived around Ballarat and Central Victoria during the
1850s gold rush. Five were buried in the same plot in
the Ballarat Old Cemetery, starting in 1869 with John
MORRISSEY, aged 85, a farmer at Coghills Creek, to
1916 when 92 yr-old Mary MORRISSEY (ms
CAVANAGH) from Box Hill was buried. Any assistance
in advance would be most appreciated. I’d also like to
visit your centre and meet some local history buﬀs
who could possibly advise me of places to visit to do
more research, such as libraries etc.
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PATTERSON Sarah (ms STITSON) baptised 1848
Torquay, Devon, England, arrived in Victoria aged 3
years. She died in 1876 aged 28. I cannot ﬁnd a burial
for her in Ballarat or Buninyong. Where could she be
buried? Sarah was the wife of James Dunlop
PATTERSON, a hairdresser in Lydiard St, Ballarat. He
and his brother, Zachariah Dunlop PATTERSON were
African Americans, escaped slaves from Virginia, USA
who made their way to the Victorian goldﬁelds via
Rochester in NY State and Canada. In 1858 Zachariah,
also a hairdresser, advertised a new salon at 45
Elizabeth St, Melbourne, called, ‘The New York and
Melbourne Temple of Fashion’. Are there any studies
ROBERTS Mabel was a resident of the Queen
Elizabeth Centre from 1958-1987. Your site mentions
that BHS would have records but I cannot ﬁnd a
contact point. Can you help me with an email address
or another means of contact?
SKINNER George – I was wondering where to ﬁnd out
the number of Frank St, Ballarat, where my great
grandfather lived. He died in 1962.
SONSEE Janet (1817-1898) formerly MITCHELL, nee
ALLAN, died aged 81 in the Ballarat Benevolent
Asylum and was buried in the Ballarat New Cemetery
on 2 July 1898 in Open Ground Not Known (OGNK). I
would like to know where in the cemetery my 2x
great grandmother lies buried.
BATH John (1783-1853) & Mary MURTON
(1783-1863)s
Henry BATH 1827-1911 & Anne WILLIAMS
(1827-1908)
David SWINTON (1828-1895) & Mary Jane LYSCET/
LYSAUGHT (1836-1899) & Jane Goodwin BATH
(1848-1927). Also his SWINTON brothers Thomas
and George, and sisters Elizabeth, Susan and
Janet. These are my family lines and I am
planning to make a visit to see what is available
locally. I’d really just like someone to show me
around and point out any interesting resources.
BLACK Agnes Livingston – died in the Ballarat
Gaol Hospital in 1901. Could you suggest how I
could obtain information/records of her from
Ballarat Link
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Ballarat Police ﬁles to show what crime she
committed and why she was admitted to the Gaol?
BONNEY Mary Ann (1832-1903) had a licensed
house in Ballarat in 1867. She was taken to court
in Aug 1867. Can you advise me how I go about
researching this?
CAIRNS James - born 21st Aug 1895 Belfast, the
second of ﬁve siblings born to James and Mary
(SHAW) who had married in 1892. At some point
James Jnr emigrated to Australia and on 21st July
1915, James enlisted in the Australian Army (7th
Battalion, AIF) and embarked for service abroad
on 29.12.1915 (HMAT DEMOSTHENES,
MELBOURNE). He was wounded in action and
repatriated to Australia, arriving 27.08.1917. James
married 8th Jan 1920 to Mary (May) Arnold BELL,
also of Belfast. (more info) I would be grateful if
one of the society’s researchers could do a bit
more digging on my behalf and I have made a
payment for 3 hours of such work.
CANBERRA HOTEL – any information and photos
relating to the history of this hotel would be
appreciated. In 1865 it was known as the Rose of
Denmark and then the Vine Hotel.
EADY Henry (1889-1971) s/o Thomas EADY and
Elizabeth Mary KITTELTY, m 1935 Elizabeth Mary
BARBERY. In 1939 three of my great aunts took
Henry to court, accusing him of abandoning my
mother, his daughter Joan who was ten years old.
After reading information on your website I
wondered if you would be able to provide
assistance in obtaining case reports or any other
details. At the time it was reported in the local
newspaper.
GALE William – Mayor of Ballarat East 1890-1891.
He was born ~1836 on the Isle of Man and was
orphaned when his father died in the wreck of the
brig ‘Lily’ in 1852. At age 14 he arrived at Port
Phillip in 1848. When he died in 1907 at Ballarat
East 1907 his fortune was about £10,000. The
author of a book on the wreck would like to make
contact with descendants.
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For Sale

MEMBERS

Michele Sanders, Alfredton
Win Bird, ACT
Roilyn Kinnersley, Lake Gardens
John MacKay Parkdale,
Elizabeth Carmichael, Ballarat,
Katrina Kim-Worley, Grahamvale
Carol Taynor, Lynwood, WA
Julie McMahon, Lake Wendouree
Deborah Gilchrist, Buninyong
Wendy Carver, Balwyn North
Melissa Gemmell, Mornington
Trevor Hanningan, Graceville, QLD
Alan Eadie, Lowthian, UK
Belinda Kemp, Doreen,
Liz Lumsdon Buninyong,
Faith Hunter Brunswick
Bill Townsend Meerimac QLD

MEMBERS ONLY

Microﬁche reader available to borrow.
- VIC BDMs
- VIC Pioneer Index
- Ballarat Old & New Cemeteries
- Consolidated Cemeteries (Ballarat)
- Ballarat Base Hospital Admissions
- Consolidated Schools (Ballarat)
Audio Tapes of guest speakers also available to
borrow please contact info@bdgs.org.au or all
0467 241 325

Ballarat Link
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If undelivered return to
Ballarat & District
Genealogical Society Inc.
P.O. Box 1809
Ballarat Mail Centre, 3354
“Ballarat Link”
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